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2
Being  Right  Vs 
Being  Righteous

Let’s Begin
Read the story below and ponder on the question that Read the story below and ponder on the question that 

follows.follows.

A wise frog lived by a lake. One day, some fishermen came 

to the lake and set a wicker cage under the water to catch 

fish. A hungry water snake, looking for some fish to eat, 

came to the spot and fell inside the cage. The fish trapped 

in the cage attacked the snake. Badly bitten, the snake 

somehow escaped and came to the edge of the lake. Just then, 

the wise frog came hopping by to save the fish. Seeing the 

frog, the snake called out, “O wise frog, the fish you are 

trying to save nearly killed me. Tell me, were they right 

in doing so?” The frog looked at the snake and said, “Of 

course, they were. When a fish enters your territory don’t 

you kill and eat it? So also, the fish attacked you when you 

came their way.”

Who, according to you, acted fairly in this story and why? 

Discuss with your class.
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How To Determine Right Action?How To Determine Right Action?

From the above reflection, you might have realised that to 
determine what is the right action in any situationsituation, we need to 
first study the situation and identify the rolesroles of various people 
involved in that situation. We can then evaluate every person’s 
behaviour in that contextcontext before saying who acted right. We might, 
in some cases, judge an action right (or wrong) based on some 
basic normsnorms of social behaviour.

A man takes his dog, Joy, out on a fishing trip.  Soon after his 
owner starts fishing, Joy watches as a heron takes a worm from 
the bait bucket.  As the heron flies off with the worm, Joy begins 
to bark which earns her a “SHH” from her owner.  The heron 
returns, takes another worm, and Joy responds with more barking 
which results in another “SHH” from her owner. 

The heron returns a third time but when it snatches a worm, Joy 
latches on to the other end.  A struggle ensures during which the 
worm is stretched to its limits and snaps.  The heron falls into the 
back of the boat; Joy bounces into his owner.  When the owner 
turns toward Joy, he notices the heron in the boat and chases it off.  
This time, Joy is rewarded with a pat on the head.
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Joy, happy over her owner’s response, watches the heron as it 
flies off.  Her happiness is short lived when she notices the heron 
approach three hungry babies. Having no worms, the heron 
attempts to feed her little ones fish; however, the little ones refuse 
the fish as they are unable to swallow them; they need smaller 
food. 

With a change of heart, Joy places a large batch of worms on the 
edge of the boat.  When the heron returns, Joy with a friendly 
smile on her face and an enthusiastically wagging tail encourages 
the heron to take the worms.  It does and returns to feed the 
babies.

Soon after, the heron returns with a bill full of fish and deposits 
them in the boat.  When the owner sees all the fish, Joy is 
rewarded with another pat on the head.

Joy first protected her master’s worms because it was the “right” 
thing to do.

Later, she chose to share them with the heron because it was the 
“righteous” thing to do.
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•	 What helped Joy realise that doing good sometimes means 
going beyond what is expected?

When Joy shared the worms, she helped not only the heron but 
also her master in the end.

•	 How does helping others with kindness and understanding 
often bring unexpected good back to us?

The Case study below elucidates the thin distinction between 
Right action, Righteous action and how to recognise and navigate 
such dilemmas.

Marina Bay Sands Casino: Right vs. Righteous—Two Sides of a Marina Bay Sands Casino: Right vs. Righteous—Two Sides of a 
Historic DebateHistoric Debate

1. The “Right” Case: Strategic Growth Through Integrated 
Resorts

Proponents of Marina Bay Sands framed the integrated resort 
model—including its casino component as a strategic linchpin 
in Singapore’s ambition to sustain long-term economic and 
tourism growth. In April 2005, Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong 
announced plans for two integrated resorts (IRs) in Singapore, 
one at Marina Bay and the other on Sentosa, aimed at revitalizing 
tourism amid intensifying regional competition. The projected 
impacts included the creation of approximately 35,000 jobs both 
direct and indirect and an investment influx totaling around 
US$7.1 billion spread across both resorts.

The opening of MBS in 2010 catalyzed a tourism boom visitor 
arrivals surged from around 9.7 million in 2009 to 11.6 million in 
2010, and continued climbing thereafter. The resort also rapidly 
became an architectural icon, solidifying MBS’s role as a global 
brand symbolizing modern, world-class Singapore.
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Recognition of the casino’s inherent risks led the government 
to embed social safeguards into the policy framework. These 
included:

Steep entry fees for Singaporeans and Permanent Residents (e.g., 
S$100 per visit or S$2,000 annually, later adjusted to S$150/
S$3,000

A system allowing voluntary self-exclusion from casino facilities

Prohibitions on extending credit to local non-premium players

Creation of the National Council on Problem Gambling (NCPG) in 
2005 to oversee and address social concerns.

This approach underscored a vision of responsible governance 
leveraging economic opportunities, while instituting controls to 
manage potential social harm.

2. The “Righteous” Concerns: Cultural, Ethical, and Social 
Reservations

For many critics, the introduction of a casino struck at deeper 
moral and social underpinnings of Singaporean society. Religious 
communities, as well as social and civil society groups, voiced 
strong opposition—fearing the negative social consequences 
associated with legalizing gambling, such as addiction, debt, 
crime, and the erosion of family values.

This opposition was robust and widespread; petitions with tens 
of thousands of signatures emerged, and parliamentary debates 
echoed public unease. Some felt that pushing the IRs forward, 
even after such resistance, amounted to overruling consensus and 
setting a troubling precedent in policy-making.

Furthermore, analytical voices critiqued the way the casino 
component was masked within a larger integrated resort narrative. 
Scholars pointed out that while the casino represented a relatively 
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Based on the reflections till now, write down below the Based on the reflections till now, write down below the 

various factors that determine right action in any various factors that determine right action in any 

situation.situation.
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Activity A: 
Deciding right action

small share of physical space (perhaps under 10%), it accounted 
for a disproportionately large portion of revenue—raising 
concerns about the true priorities driving the IR plan.

While the perspective of the Right is to boost tourism, jobs and 
thereby economic activity with all the good intention of social 
protection and development, the standpoint  of the Righteous is 
that Casinos normalizes gambling and there is a risk of societal 
harm leading to serious concern in matters of social values.

The Marina Bay Sands casino stands as a powerful case study 
in public policy where the decision considered right in strategic 
terms—economic advancement, urban branding, global 
competitiveness—also tugged at righteous doubts about ethics, 
social welfare, and cultural identity. Each argument reflects valid 
concerns: one rooted in pragmatic governance and measured 
risk management, the other grounded in moral conviction and 
social preservation. As Singapore continues to evolve, this debate 
remains a meaningful reference point for how societies navigate 
the intersection between modern ambitions and foundational 
values.
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What Is Right Conduct?What Is Right Conduct?

The word “conduct” means to lead, direct or manage.

Right conduct or righteous action refers to actions performed in 
accordance with accepted standards of moral or legal behaviour or 
in accordance with reason, facts or truth. The accepted moral and 
ethical standards are typically provided by or arrived at by the 
community or society we live in. The definition of right conduct 
raises some important questions. Three of them are listed below. 
We will try to find answers to these questions as we proceed.
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Siti is an 18-year-old engineering student who stays with Siti is an 18-year-old engineering student who stays with 

her family of four members in a HDB flat. She commutes her family of four members in a HDB flat. She commutes 

to her college every morning using public transport. At to her college every morning using public transport. At 

college, in addition to doing her academic work, she leads college, in addition to doing her academic work, she leads 

theatre group and assists her friend in managing the theatre group and assists her friend in managing the 

book club activities. In the evenings, she often visits a book club activities. In the evenings, she often visits a 

park near her house along with a few of her friends to relax park near her house along with a few of her friends to relax 

and unwind. At home, she spends her time helping with and unwind. At home, she spends her time helping with 

household chores with her younger siblings, and completing household chores with her younger siblings, and completing 

her studies.her studies.

• In her daily life, Siti plays various roles in relation to the  In her daily life, Siti plays various roles in relation to the 

people she interacts with.Name a few roles in the space belowpeople she interacts with.Name a few roles in the space below

Activity B: 
Being righteous in every role

• For each of the roles you mentioned above, who or what  For each of the roles you mentioned above, who or what 

helps Siti decide the right actions to perform in that role?helps Siti decide the right actions to perform in that role?

• In your own life, how do you decide on righteous action in  In your own life, how do you decide on righteous action in 

the different roles you play?the different roles you play?
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You can use the table below to pen down your ideas. You can use the table below to pen down your ideas. 

An example is provided to help you get started.An example is provided to help you get started.

ROLEROLE WHO/WHAT WHO/WHAT 
HELPS SITI DECIDE HELPS SITI DECIDE 
RIGHTEOUS ACTIONRIGHTEOUS ACTION

HOW DO YOU HOW DO YOU 
DECIDE RIGHTEOUS DECIDE RIGHTEOUS 
ACTION IN THAT ACTION IN THAT 
ROLEROLE

Daughter / SonDaughter / Son • �Parents, elders,  �Parents, elders, 
teachersteachers

• �Discussion with peers �Discussion with peers

• �Reading / listening  �Reading / listening 
to the words of a to the words of a 
Guru or mentorGuru or mentor
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Activity C: 
The need to define role-based right conduct

Discuss the following with your class.Discuss the following with your class.

• �Who are the known (and unknown) people who helped you  �Who are the known (and unknown) people who helped you 

during the Covid-19 pandemic? Discuss what they did as during the Covid-19 pandemic? Discuss what they did as 

part of their role-based responsibilitypart of their role-based responsibility

• �What happened in cases where people failed to do their  �What happened in cases where people failed to do their 

duties? (duties? (e.g., as citizens, people did not wear masks / follow e.g., as citizens, people did not wear masks / follow 

social distance etc.social distance etc.))



30  |  STUDENTS’ WORKBOOK

Every individual should be aware of and perform their role-based 
responsibilities. The norms of righteous action within each role 
must be followed for the smooth functioning of various units of 
human society – family, institutions, community, nations and 
global collaborations.

Get into groups assigned by your teacher. Read carefully the Get into groups assigned by your teacher. Read carefully the 

scenario assigned to your group. Analyse the intent-context-scenario assigned to your group. Analyse the intent-context-

norms for the given situation. Come to a consensus on the norms for the given situation. Come to a consensus on the 

possible righteous action(s) in the given situation. Act it/possible righteous action(s) in the given situation. Act it/

them out in front of your class. Work as a team and share them out in front of your class. Work as a team and share 

the tasks required to put the role play together.the tasks required to put the role play together.

Scenarios: Scenarios: What would you do as righteous action, when:

• �Your friend is distraught a few minutes before the exam 

when he realises he missed studying an important chapter

• �A classmate gets teased or ignored – no one ever talks to her 

properly; in the past, you have teased her too!

• �Your friend has got through to the final of a competition; 

he comes to you, excited but nervous. You also gave the 

audition, but did not qualify

• �There is a new student in your class who does not know 

anyone and feels lonely

• �A friend is badly injured in a road accident, which could 

possibly become a police case

Activity D: 
Act It Righteous!
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Being Right Vs. Being RighteousBeing Right Vs. Being Righteous

It is useful to pause at this point and observe the difference 
between being right and being righteous.

"Right" refers to something that is factually correct or in 
accordance with rules and laws, while "righteousness" describes 
a state of moral uprightness, virtuous character, and acting in 
accordance with a higher moral or divine standard. Essentially, 
right is about being correct, whereas righteousness is about being 
morally good and just, often involving a deeper, more intrinsic 
goodness.

Being right is about opinion-based actions. We might not always 
form opinions by considering various perspectives and complete 
understanding of the situation. Hence, what feels right today, 
might feel wrong when the opinion changes. Opinion-based 
actions often push us into the loop of “I could have…” or “If 
only…then” thoughts once our opinions begin to change.

Being righteous, on the other hand, is about perspective-based 
actions. Such actions are decided by the context and people 
involved. At the deepest level, such actions are dictated by a clear 
conscience and respect for experience and wisdom shared by 
others.

We often hear elders in the family and at school/college asking us 
to follow their advice and recommendations. The primary reason 
for this is their greater set of experiences in life, which helps 
them assess situations from various perspectives and contexts in a 
better way compared to us.

Activity E: 
Setting the Intent Right!

A surgeon cuts with an intent to save, thieves with an intent A surgeon cuts with an intent to save, thieves with an intent 

to harm; actions are the same, but their intentions are not.to harm; actions are the same, but their intentions are not.
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Spend a few moments to check on your intent when you decide 

on any action because the right intent is the first step towards 

righteous action! However, remember never to use right intent to 

justify wrong action. E.g., the intent to please a friend cannot 

be the reason to steal or pick up an unhealthy habit such as 

smoking.

The answers to the clues in the crossword puzzle below will 

direct you to some right intentions behind actions. Right 

intentions often open the doors to right opportunities.
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ACROSSACROSS

4. expressing thanks4. expressing thanks

6. recognise the full worth of6. recognise the full worth of

8. to show admiration8. to show admiration

DOWNDOWN

1. owe someone obligations1. owe someone obligations

2. the quality of being thankful2. the quality of being thankful

3. accept or admit3. accept or admit

5. offer service5. offer service

7. consider or think of in a specific way7. consider or think of in a specific way

Righteous action beyond our circle of family and friendsRighteous action beyond our circle of family and friends

It is always easier to follow norms of righteous action around 
people whom we love and care for or those known to us in some 
way. In a community, a town, city, or country, where most people 
affected by our actions are unknown to us, deciding the norms and 
following them often becomes optional or difficult.

Let us extend the setting of our role from a small group (family, 
friends) to a larger group (school, community or nation). As the 
group gets larger, diversity within members of the group increases. 
The ethical and moral norms get wider in scope. With large 
groups, we might also need systems to keep check on adherence 
to norms (e.g., discipline committee in school, Council bodies 
in small towns, civic bodies in cities, police & judiciary for a 
country, etc.)

Answer at the end of this bookAnswer at the end of this book
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Activity F: 
Play by the norms

Your teacher will divide you into groups. Every group will Your teacher will divide you into groups. Every group will 

be asked to pick a piece of paper in which one of the norms of be asked to pick a piece of paper in which one of the norms of 

student life given below will be written. For the norm picked student life given below will be written. For the norm picked 

by your group, think of a scenario where following the by your group, think of a scenario where following the 

norm can lead to righteous action and one scenario where norm can lead to righteous action and one scenario where 

not following the norm can lead to discomfort for self and not following the norm can lead to discomfort for self and 

others.others.

Share these scenarios with your class and listen to the Share these scenarios with your class and listen to the 

scenarios presented by other groups carefully. Critically scenarios presented by other groups carefully. Critically 

evaluate the need for such norms in a student’s life.evaluate the need for such norms in a student’s life.
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A Citizen’s ObligationA Citizen’s Obligation

Singapore became an independent nation on 9 August 1965. The 
1950s and 1960s were a time of communal tension and racial 
riots. Hence, there was a pressing need for the young nation to 
forge a common identity and sense of belonging among citizens of 
different races and religions. 

The norms for right actions as a citizen of Singapore are 
embedded in our Constitution, as well as in the State and 
Government laws. Our judicial system protects our citizen’s rights 
but also discourages citizens from violating these laws by setting 
suitable penalties for those who violate these laws/norms.

Understanding these norms is our duty and responsibility as a 
citizen of this country.
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The National Pledge in Singapore's Four Official LanguagesThe National Pledge in Singapore's Four Official Languages
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Do you orate the Singapore National Pledge during your school 
assembly?

Based on the discussions and reflections on right conduct, can 
you now think of the importance of the National Pledge? How do 
you think it motivates citizens towards righteous action?

Food for thought Food for thought - Right conduct is not a blind obedience 
to a set of norms; it is adherence to shared norms with the 
feelings of love, respect and camaraderie towards fellow 
members of our society. Right conduct is not rules in action, 
it is love and respect in action!

Become aware of your role-based responsibilities and perform them 
efficiently in adherence with the norms of righteous action. This will ensure 
smooth running of all units of human society.

Let’s RememberLet’s Remember

What I liked most about this lesson…
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I learnt that  
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My Space My Space 
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I. Persevere to succeed

In order to achieve a goal, everyone has to go through 
difficulties and challenges. At every step, one is faced with 
the choice of taking shortcuts or staying on the path of right 
conduct. Being righteous in the journey to one’s goal requires 
perseverance, i.e., determination to do something despite 
difficulty or delay in the goal.

Interview your grandparents, parents/family members/Interview your grandparents, parents/family members/
guardians and/or elders in your neighbourhood to find out guardians and/or elders in your neighbourhood to find out 
how they reached any goal(s) they had set for themselves. how they reached any goal(s) they had set for themselves. 
Some questions are provided for you to get started.Some questions are provided for you to get started.

1. �Can you please tell me about one of the goals you had set for 
yourself?

2. How did you discipline yourself to accomplish that goal?

3. Where did you get your inspiration?

4. �Were there any obstacles that got in your way? If so, how 
did you handle them?

5. �Did you ever think of giving up? If so, how did you 
overcome that feeling?

6. How did you feel after accomplishing your goal?

7. How has that experience changed your outlook?

Engage Engage 
with Family



39  |  STUDENTS’ WORKBOOK

II. Citizens in the family

Reflect on the following questions with your family members.

• �What are the attributes and responsibilities of a good 
citizen?

• �What would you say to yourself when you are tempted to 
act irresponsibly in a particular situation?

• �Describe what our society would look like if no individual 
was responsible or honoured their commitments

• �What can you do as citizens to improve the condition of 
your neighbourhood?


