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11
Building a nation

Let’s Begin

Majulah SingapuraMajulah Singapura

The sum total of geographical boundaries, the people and 

their practices give a nation its identity. Some aspects of 

this identity make citizens feel happy with how the nation is 

progressing, while others don’t.

Think about the various things about Singapore that make 

you proud. What are the things you are not happy about? You 

can use the following table to put down your thoughts and 

feelings. In the third column please write Valuable/ Lacking 

on the aspect mentioned in the first column. the aspect 

mentioned in the first column.

Aspects of a nationAspects of a nation

I would describe I would describe 
this aspect for this aspect for 
Singapore as Singapore as 
followsfollows

I feel this aspect I feel this aspect 
about Singapore is - about Singapore is - 
Valuable/LackingValuable/Lacking

Biodiversity

Geographical 
features
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DiscussDiscuss

Whose contribution to Singapore do you find valuable?? 

Whose contribution to Singapore do you find lacking? 

Why do you think Singapore is what it is today?

Do your answers match with those of your classmates? 

What are the common conclusions your class came to for the 

questions above?

Cultural diversity

Educational 
system

Political system

Economy

Science and 
technology

Arts and culture

Defence and 
security

If everyone were to agree upon one thing, it would be that our 
country needs to improve on a few counts – environmentally, 
socially and morally. Now the most important question that we 
need to look at is: whose job is it to improve Singapore? 

Whose job is it? Discuss with your class.

The attitude of the majority of our country’s people towards
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working to improve Singapore is reflected in the following story.

Whose job is it?Whose job is it?

There were once four people named Everybody, Somebody, 
Anybody and Nobody. They were given an important job. 
Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody could 
have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry, because it 
was Everybody’s job. Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but 
Nobody realised that Everybody wouldn’t do it. Finally, Everybody 
blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have.

What attitude does the story describe?

Do you agree?

This attitude has probably arisen out of an incomplete 
understanding of why it is our collective responsibility to 
contribute to nation building.

Why do you think it is each citizen’s responsibility to contribute to Why do you think it is each citizen’s responsibility to contribute to 
nation building?nation building?

Let us see some crucial reasons why you and I, the citizens of this 
country, should be instruments for our nation’s progress.

Singapore is my…who?Singapore is my…who?

Singapore, a vibrant mosaic of cultures, stands as a testament to 
diversity. With citizens hailing from various corners of the world, 
the nation thrives on a rich blend of traditions and perspectives. 
However, recognizing Singapore as their home goes beyond just 
living on the land; it's about embracing the spirit of unity and 
belonging. By considering Singapore as their home, all residents 
forge a deeper connection with the country, contributing to its 
legacy and participating fully in its ongoing story of multicultural 
harmony.
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Discuss in pairs why you think we should consider Discuss in pairs why you think we should consider 

Singapore as our “home”. Are there parallels we can Singapore as our “home”. Are there parallels we can 

draw between mothers and our country? If yes, write the draw between mothers and our country? If yes, write the 

similarities below.similarities below.
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Activity A: 
Singapore, our home?

Food for thoughtFood for thought

Your mother/guardian may not be perfect. She may have 
a great many faults. You may disagree and even fight with 
her. But we all love our mothers/guardians dearly, and we 
will always take care of her, won’t we?

Then shouldn’t we feel the same for our homeland? With 
all its faults and shortcomings, our country is still a like 
mother to us.
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Activity B: 
Crossing the fence

Form teams with the help of your teacher. Choose a Form teams with the help of your teacher. Choose a 

country’s name for your team.country’s name for your team.

Your teacher will place an obstacle that will function 

as an imaginary electric fence. Each team has to 

hold hands and cross the electric fence as a team. If 

any one person touches the fence, the whole team gets 

‘electrocuted’.

All the best!

Reflect and AnswerReflect and Answer

Sit with your team and discuss the following. Write 

your points in the space given below.

1) What did you enjoy the most about the activity?
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2) �What were the important requirements for your team 

to be successful?
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3) �Read the Singapore Pledge of Commitment.

"We, the citizens of Singapore, pledge ourselves as one united 

people, regardless of race, language or religion, to build a 

democratic society based on justice and equality, so as to 

achieve happiness, prosperity and progress for our nation."

Correlate the meaning of these lines with your learnings 

from the activity and discuss how it can be applied to nation 

building. Give examples for the same.
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The people of a country are connected with one another, much 
like the threads of cotton interwoven to create a cloth. What 
affects one, affects the other. If we are to progress, the only way 
is by being together. When our nation prospers, each one of us 
prospers too. By contributing to the well-being of our nation, we 
actually ensure our own well-being.

Home activity: Do your researchHome activity: Do your research

Research on the following personalities and prepare case studies 
of their contribution to the nation.

1. Dr Goh Keng Swee

2. Mr S. Rajaratnam

3. Mr Lim Kim San
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4. Munshi Abdullah (Abdullah bin Abdul Kadir)

5. Narayana Pillai

6. Chew Joo Chiat

True Patriotism: Love in ActionTrue Patriotism: Love in Action

When we love someone, how do we show them we love them?

Is not the sincerest expression of love an action that makes the 
person you love, happy? For example, your mother or father could 
show their love for you by preparing your most favourite dish. 
How do you show your love for them?

Similarly, the best way we can show our love and gratitude for our 
motherland is through actions that are for her welfare.

Building Singapore: one feeling, different waysBuilding Singapore: one feeling, different ways

There are so many ways in which one can practically show one’s 
love for the country. Let us look at some examples that show the 
various paths our people have taken to express their patriotism. 
Though the ways vary, they all arise from the one common desire 
to do what is good for the homeland.

Activity C: 
Expressing patriotism

Present your case study to the class. Describe how the 

personality you have chosen expressed or expresses 

patriotism to the country. Is your chosen personality an 

inspiring role model?

Based on the case studies presented and the classroom 

discussion,create a concept map with your points in the 

space given below.
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Activity D: 
My contribution to my country

How can ordinary citizens and students like us contribute 

to nation building?

Form groups with the help of your teacher. Read through the 

material given for reference and answer the questions that 

follow.

Resources belong to the country Resources belong to the country 

Ratan Tata, Indian industrialist, investor, philanthropist 

and former chairman of Tata group once travelled to 

Hamburg, Germany, with his team. They walked into a 

restaurant for a meal and sat at a table. A group of old 

women sat at another table near them. Mr Tata noticed 

that the women ate whatever they had ordered completely. 

Not even a bit was wasted. 

Since Mr Tata and his team were hungry, their local 

colleagues had ordered a lot of food for them. They ate 

their fill, but there was still some food left uneaten on 

the table. As they got up and walked out, the old women 

at the table close by spoke to the team. They conveyed 

their displeasure at so much food being wasted. One of 

the team members sternly answered that it was none of 

their business as the team had paid for the food. The old 

women were furious. They made a call to someone. Soon 
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1) �Discuss with your group the things you could do for 1) �Discuss with your group the things you could do for 

your country’s well-being.your country’s well-being.

2) �Put in all your points as a pledge. Each group has to 2) �Put in all your points as a pledge. Each group has to 

come up with its own pledge. Write your pledge in the come up with its own pledge. Write your pledge in the 

space below.space below.
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an officer from the social security organisation came 

and issued Mr Tata’s team a 50-euro fine. The officer 

said sternly, “Order how much you can consume. Money 

is yours, but resources belong to the society. There are 

many others in the world who are facing a shortage of 

resources.”
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Patriotism does not merely involve verbally expressing 
our devotion to our country or even performing great 
deeds. Patriotism has to become a way of life, reflecting in 
every thought, word and action of ours. Whenever we do 
anything in our lives, we have to first ask ourselves if it is 
in the interests of our country’s well-being or its image. By 
following the laws of our country and the values it stands for, 
we can become role models for those around us as well as 
brand ambassadors of our country. When we become shining 
examples of productive and devoted citizens, then our 
country too will shine among the nations of the world.

Stronger Together, Majulah Singapura!

It’s vital that we be the change we want to see in our country. We can do 
this by developing attitudes and behaviours that support this.

Let’s RememberLet’s Remember

What I liked most about this lesson…

���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� . 
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I learnt that  

���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� . 
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My Space My Space 
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Family ContributionFamily Contribution
Discuss with your family and note down five ways in 
which you all, as a family, can contribute to the well-being 
of the country.
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Engage Engage 
with Family


