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Let's Begin

Do You follow the leaders of Your country and in the

world? write down any names of Leaders (Stngapore or
internationally) who you admire greatly. ...,
why do you admire this person?

A Leader is the one who knows the ways,

goes the way and shows the way
- John C Maxwell

The world that we live in today is the result of the contributions
of many great people. They show us that human potential is
enormous. From their stories, we can learn how they withstood
challenges on their way to achieving success in their chosen
field. Most importantly, they upheld the values that were dear to
them even in difficult times. These qualities make them shine as
beacons for the generations of humanity that come after them.

Let us read about a few leaders who brought in great changes
and had a positive impact on people.
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Lee Kuan Yew: The Leader Who Built a Nation

Lee Kuan Yew was Singapore’s first Prime Minister and is

often called the founding father of the nation. When Singapore
became independent in 1965, many people thought it wouldn’t
survive. But under his strong leadership, Singapore transformed
from a small, struggling island into a successful, modern country
that people around the world admire today.

Lee Kuan Yew showed Singaporeans that success doesn’t come
from luck — it comes from hard work, careful planning, and
never giving up. He worked tirelessly to improve the lives of
Singaporeans, even when the challenges seemed impossible.

“I always tried to be correct, not politically correct.”

His honesty and tough decisions earned people’s respect, even if
they didn’t always agree with him.

Singapore is made up of people from different races and
religions. Lee Kuan Yew strongly believed that everyone should
be treated equally. That’s why he promoted bilingual education
and made English the main language, so all races could
communicate easily and fairly. His policies helped Singapore
become a peaceful and united society.

STUDENTS’ WORKBOOK | 118



At a time when others doubted Singapore’s future, Lee Kuan
Yew dreamed of turning it into a clean, safe, and successful
country. He focused on building world-class education, housing,
and a corruption-free government. His vision gave people hope
and confidence, even during difficult times.

Lee Kuan Yew expected a lot from himself and others. He
believed that only the best should lead the country and serve the
people. Because of this, Singapore developed a strong reputation
for having honest and capable leaders.

Even though he passed away in 2015, Lee Kuan Yew’s legacy
lives on. His leadership reminds us that with determination,
unity, and a strong sense of purpose, even a small country can
achieve great things. Many young people in Singapore today are
inspired to serve their community, work hard, and take pride in
their country — just like he did.

Think and Answer
1. What qualities do you think that Lee Kuan Yew possessed

that helped in transforming Singapore to a strong nation?

2. As a youth of this country what qualities can you imbibe from

this example to contribute positively to your country?

3. What are the principles which Lee Kuan Yew stood by
throughout his life?
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Nelson Mandela

Be passionate. Everyone can rise above their
circumstances and achieve success if they are

dedicated to and passionate about what they do.
- Nelson Mandela
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Nelson Mandela, the South African political activist, former
President and Nobel peace laureate, was a living example of the
above quote. Mandela is considered the Father of Modern South
Africa, and he became a symbol of ‘human rights” around the
world.

Mandela was born in 1918 in South Africa at a time when
racism and white supremacy were at the peak in the country.
This policy or system of segregation and discrimination on

the grounds of race was called ‘apartheid’. The South African
population was divided into four distinct racial groups: Whites,
Blacks, Coloured and Indian. Non-Whites had no rights,
liberties, and social and economic privileges. They were not
even allowed to vote. Education and employment opportunities
were severely restricted for them.

This oppression resulted in people raising their voices and
the birth of the African National Congress (ANC) to lead the
resistance movement. In 1943, Mandela, then a law student,
joined the ANC and co-founded its youth division, the African
National Congress Youth League. He was also influenced by
the non-violent strategies of Mahatma Gandhi, who started his
struggle against racial discrimination in South Africa between

1893 and 1914.

The struggle was to restore human dignity, equality and freedom
to every South African irrespective of colour or race.

During their non-violent resistance, many protesters were
imprisoned by the oppressive government. Mandela was arrested
and sentenced to life imprisonment. Though side-lined from
direct participation, he became a symbol of the struggle against
apartheid, both in South Africa and internationally.
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Many countries showed their support to the freedom movement,
and pressure mounted on the then South African government.

After spearheading the movement for 27 years from jail,
Mandela was released in 1990.

In 1994, he contested the county’s first multiracial elections and
became South Africa’s first Black president. This victory marked
the official end of apartheid and it was a moment of major
triumph for non-White South Africans.

I have tought against White domination, and I have fought
against Black domination. I have cherished the ideal of a
democratic and free society in which all persons live together
in harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an ideal which 1
hope to live for and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal for
which I am prepared to die.

- From the speech from the dock, by Nelson Mandela on 20th
April, 1964

Values that can be learnt from the life of Nelson Mandela
Dedication to the chosen cause

Determination to face challenges and withstand obstacles
Faith in people and the cause

Hope and peace: Choose kindness over anger, love over hatred,

and forgiveness over resentment

Success comes when we learn from failures and keep standing up
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Think and Answer

1. What is the most prominent learning from the life of Nelson

Mandela for you?

2. What do you think was going on in the mind of Mandela in

prison, facing the atrocities of the oppressive government?
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Abraham Lincoln

Government of the people, by the people,
for the people, shall not perish from the Earth.

- Abraham Lincoln

Abraham Lincoln served as the president of the United States
of America (the US) between 1861 and 1865. His growth from
humble origins and his life’s work have made him not only

an American hero but also a world-renowned personality. His
human and humane personality, as the person who stood for
equal rights of all human beings, gives him a place in history as
an ardent advocate of ‘democracy’.
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Lincoln was born in 1809 in a poor family. He could not get
formal schooling, but he was an avid reader. He studied law by
himself and passed the bar examination. He started practising

law in 1836.

He was known for his shrewdness, common sense and honesty.
Between 1836 and 1860, he worked his way up in American
politics and won the national elections in 1860.

Abraham Lincoln became the president of America during one
of the most difficult times in the history of the US. Today, he

is remembered for preserving the union during the American
Civil War and also for his remarkable abilities as a speaker and
thinker.

The Emancipation Proclamation that he signed is one of the
most important documents in the history of the US, which
declared that all people held as slaves would be free henceforth.

: During his time in office, he oversaw the American Civil War,
abolished slavery and fundamentally changed the role of the
federal government. Lincoln signed the first of the Homestead
Acts, allowing poor people to obtain land.

Always bear in mind that your own resolution to
success is more important than any other thing.

- Abraham Lincoln
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Think and Answer

1. What are the important traits of Abraham Lincoln that you

think make him a world icon even today?

3. What do you think made Abraham Lincoln one of the most
remembered presidents of the US?

Activity A:

Achievements

Form groups with the help of your teacher. Each group has
to prepare a poster of one of the world Leaders, highlighting
the values they upheld as well as the achievements they are

remembereo for.
\ @
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Extended Activity

Form groups with the help of your teacher. Each group should
choose any one of the world leaders you read about in this
lesson. Research and select an inspiring incident from the

leader’s life. Prepare a skit of that incident and enact it in front

of your class.

Let's Remember

What great leaders have in common is their ability to stand up for a
cause and not give up in the face of challenges. In the process, they

brought people and the country together.

What | liked most about this lesson...
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1. Talk to your parents/grandparents/family
members/guardians who have heard of freedom
movement and have their own experiences. Ask
them what they experienced and what they
thought of them.

2. Which other world leaders inspire you?

3. What qualities do you think made them what
they are?

4. Can you think of a few contemporary world
leaders who are making a mark in their own

country and also making a difference to the
world?
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