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6
There Is Always Enough

Let’s Begin 
As human beings, we have needs and wants. As human beings, we have needs and wants. 

Needs are those things that are absolutely essential for Needs are those things that are absolutely essential for 

our survival and wellbeing, like food, air, water, shelter our survival and wellbeing, like food, air, water, shelter 

and the basic amenities of life.and the basic amenities of life.

Wants are those things that we desire to possess or Wants are those things that we desire to possess or 

achieve, like expensive cars, big houses, items of luxury, achieve, like expensive cars, big houses, items of luxury, 

social status etc.social status etc.

Many of us get blinded by our wants. And soon they Many of us get blinded by our wants. And soon they 

take control of us. We unknowingly destroy our own take control of us. We unknowingly destroy our own 

happiness and that of others around us. We also misuse happiness and that of others around us. We also misuse 

the earth’s resources with our greed. That is why it is the earth’s resources with our greed. That is why it is 

important that we learn to put a ceiling on our desires. important that we learn to put a ceiling on our desires. 

Sometimes we are so focused on what we want, Sometimes we are so focused on what we want, 
we miss what we need. we miss what we need. 
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How much land?How much land?

There once lived a poor farmer who owned a very small patch of 
land. As his family grew in size, the farmer realised that his land 
was too small to feed his family. They lived poor and hungry. He 
wished he had more land. 

One day, the farmer heard of a rich landlord who was ready to 
give away as much land as someone wanted for free. The farmer 
went to meet this landlord. 

“I will give away my land for free but on one condition,” said 
the landlord.

“What is that?” asked the farmer. He was already dreaming of 
owning vast acres of land.

Let’s read the story of a poor farmer to understand Let’s read the story of a poor farmer to understand 
‘Need vs Want’.‘Need vs Want’.
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“You will get only as much land as you are able to walk in one 
day. You can start walking at sunrise and mark four corners with 
stones before sunset, and you can have that much land,” said 
the landlord.

“However,” he added, “if you do not return to the starting point 
before sunset, you will get nothing. And I will take whatever 
land you have as well.”

The farmer looked at the endless fields before him and thought, 
I can easily walk the distance I require in three to four hours. 
What a wonderful deal this is!

“I accept,” said the farmer.

The next morning, the farmer went to the landlord. At sunrise, 
he placed a big stone where he was standing and started walking 
south into the fields. He walked briskly and happily, all the 
while dreaming of his future riches. He walked on and on and 
did not even stop to eat the food that his wife had packed for 
him. Why waste even a minute, he thought, when each step would 
fetch me more land, more money, more food, more clothes, a 
bigger house!

When he reached a river, the farmer put a stone there and 
turned to walk along the river towards east. By noon, he felt a 
little tired, but he pushed himself to walk farther and faster. He 
had walked far beyond what he needed to keep his family well-
fed and comfortable, but every time he thought of turning back, 
visions of riches pushed him farther ahead. It was evening when 
he finally turned north. His body was tired and his feet were 
aching. He still had one more turn to make before he reached 
the starting point. He realised now that he had walked too far. 
He placed a stone on the ground and turned west on the final leg 
of his journey.
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The sun was low on the horizon and sunset was not far. The 
farmer started running in panic. But his weak and tired body 
could not carry him fast enough. At a distance, he saw the 
landlord standing in front of the setting sun. The farmer felt he 
would faint with exhaustion, he thought, If only I hadn’t been 
greedy, I could have had all I needed.

He fell to the ground, dead, his hand just a few feet away from 
his starting point.

The landlord witnessed a scene he had seen many times before. 
Many had tried but none had succeeded. The day always ended 
before their walk did. Life ends, but a human being’s greed never 
ends, the landlord thought to himself.
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1. Why did the farmer become greedy for more land? Tick the 
correct answer.

(a) He was a greedy man to begin with.

(b) �He needed more land than he could walk in a day to take 
care of his family.

(c) �He got distracted by the possibility of getting rich while 
walking.

(d) He did not know how much land he needed for his family.

2. Do you agree with the landlord’s observation: Life ends, but a 
human being’s greed never ends? Justify your answer.
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Think and Answer

Identify the ‘needs’ and ‘wants’.Identify the ‘needs’ and ‘wants’.

1. The latest smartphone in the market�����������������������������

2. Schooling for a child������������������������������������������������������

Activity A: 
Need and Want
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3. Nutritious food for the family�����������������������������������������

4. A luxury car���������������������������������������������������������������������

5. Hygienic environment�����������������������������������������������������

6. A vacation abroad�������������������������������������������������������������

7. Medical care����������������������������������������������������������������������

8. Love and affection������������������������������������������������������������

9. Power and influence���������������������������������������������������������

10. A comfortable house��������������������������������������������������������

Want and GreedWant and Greed

In order to survive, we need very little resources.

To live comfortably, we need some more things and possessions.

If we wish for a life of greater happiness, we may want some 
more accomplishments and possessions.

But if we want power over others and want to prove 
our superiority, we desire and chase great luxuries and 
achievements. This is where greed starts, and this is where we 
need to stop our wants. 

It is not wrong to wish for or work for more than what you need 
for your basic survival, as long as there is a reasonable limit to 
these wishes. 
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The Evil of GreedThe Evil of Greed

The effect of greed is two-way. Inside and Outside—effect 
on the person as well as effect on others or on the world/
environment.

Effect on UsEffect on Us

We are the first victims of our own greed. We lose our peace of 
mind trying to acquire more things. We also lose precious time 
of our life in this race. But there is no end to such a race, as 
there is always someone richer and more powerful, making us 
want even more. Our health and relationships too suffer in the 
process. 

Effect on World Effect on World 

Human greed has caused much damage to the earth and its 
resources. The earth has enough for everyone’s needs, but 
not for everyone’s greed. Poverty is a result of some people’s 
greed for money. War and strife are the results of some people’s 
greed for power. Greed for resources has led to pollution, 
deforestation and extinction of species. So many species are on 
the endangered list solely because of human activities. 

How to Draw the LineHow to Draw the Line

It is easy to get carried away when you see everyone around you 
chasing their wants and desires. This is why it is important to 
consciously take a fresh look at your need, want and greed.



STUDENTS’ WORKBOOK  |  84

Activity B: 
Your Necessity, Desire, Luxury

Let us do a small exercise to establish the line between Let us do a small exercise to establish the line between 

necessity, desire and greed. Make a list of the following necessity, desire and greed. Make a list of the following 

things. Write down 5 to 10 items under each heading.things. Write down 5 to 10 items under each heading.

(a) Your possessions

(b) Your achievements

(c) Your wishes

Now classify them in the following categories.

(1) Necessity
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(2) Desire

(3) Luxury

Which list is the longest—necessity, desire or luxury?

Next, think about this: If you were to give up every item on 

your ‘luxury’ list and halve the items on your ‘desire’ list, 

could you do that easily?

Ask yourself this: if you had all the necessities of life but 

no luxuries, and those around you had luxuries, would you 

be happy?

Ask yourself this: if you and everyone around you had all 

the necessities of life but no luxuries, would you be happy?

You will probably notice that the desire for more comes from 
comparison. The root of greed is in comparing your situation 
with that of others. If you lived on a deserted island, you 
wouldn’t want party clothes or fancy cars. You would be happy 
with food in your stomach and a roof over your head. 
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Now ask yourself this: is there an end to comparison? 

Comparison will end only with your decision to end it and draw 
the line. When you do so, peace and contentment begin. You 
rediscover the small joys of life, you rediscover the value of 
earth’s resources, and you rediscover the meaning of life. 

Let us rewrite the story of the farmer again.

The farmer went to meet the landlord. At sunrise, he placed 
a big stone where he stood and started walking south into the 
fields. He walked slowly, looking at the beautiful sunrise beyond 
the fields. He dreamt of a small house for his family in the fields 
where they would watch the sunrise together every day. After 
walking for an hour, he found a nice shady spot to enjoy his 
meal. He noticed happily that his wife had packed his favourite 
dish. After resting for a while, he started walking again. He 
paused to calculate just how much more he needed to walk to 
get enough land for a small house, a shed for the cow, a yard for 
the children, and a field to grow some crops.  

Not very far, he thought and turned eastward. 

After an hour of walking slowly, the farmer turned north and sat 
for his mid-day meal. It was noon and he had a lot of time. So, 
he took a nap. Then he woke up well-rested and continued his 
walk. The fields looked beautiful with crops swaying against the 
sunshine. He imagined his children running and playing there. 
By afternoon, he turned west on the last leg of his journey. He 
reached his starting stone two hours before sunset. 
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The landlord was surprised to see him. “Is that all? You could 
have got more free land if you had walked some more,” he said. 

The farmer replied with a content smile. “That is all I need. I 
thought I would leave the rest for other poor farmers like me. 
They have families too. My family will be more than happy with 
this.” 

Then the farmer walked home to see his family waiting for him 
at the riverside, where they usually watched the sunset together 
every day. He wouldn’t miss this moment for anything.
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Wants are not essential for our survival. When our desire exceeds our 
need, it becomes a want, and uncontrolled want becomes greed. Greed 
does nothing but destroy inner peace as well as world peace.

Let’s RememberLet’s Remember

What I liked most about this lesson…
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I learnt that 
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My Space My Space 

Engage Engage 
with Family

Discuss with your family and classify your family 

possessions under the following headings.

1.	 Necessity

2.	 Desire

3.	 Luxury

Ideally, the first list should be the longest and the third list 

the shortest. If it is not so, discuss how you can make it so. 

Could you donate some items to the needy? Could you be 

more conscious of the lists when acquiring new things as a 

family?


