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Let's Begin
rRead in groups the following journal entries of two teenagers.

A day in the life of two teenagers
An excerpt from Jie Wen’s diary

Today Ls Tuesday and, as [ got ready for school, 1 was
thinking of the classes t had. [ was wost excited about the
football mateh in the afternoon.

| grabbed a glass of juice and my lunch and ran to the car
* to be dropped off at school. My parents had already Left for
worR. It was clowdy and (hoped that it would rain and it

would be fun to have a great mateh.

The drive to school was Long but pleasant. | played a few video

OAVALS.

wWhew | veached the school, Lt was abuzz with excltement.
There were stalls being set up for the afternoon. There was
plenty of delicious food and a few clflarltg stalls as well.

| et my friends as [ walked into the classroom. [ felt [ had

forgotten something. | knew it was my maths homework,

We may have all come on different ships

but we’re in the same boat now

- Martin Lther King Jr.
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but ( couldnt remenber exact% what the homework was.
My teacher said he would give me another chance. [ am a
secowda@ three student and magbe [ should {ocus a Little move

on my stualies.
we also had Language class today and we watehed a movie.

[ could only dream of belng the hero this afternoon! | coulol not
eat my Luneh. The nervous excltement didnt help.

It was still cloudy when the football mateh began but it only
drizzled once anol stopped. | scoreo a goal and we wow. | felt on
top of the world. On my way home, [ began to feel hungry. |
ordered a pizza to celebrate the win with my friends. Don't You
think | deserve the treat?

An excerpt from Teo Xian diary

As | woke up my Younger stblings to get them ready for

school, | watched the sun vise.

Mum was going to come back from nightshift soom but |
always make sure to have at Lleast a plece of frult and crackers

packed for my ststers’ Llunches.
The forecast on the vadio said it waight ratn.

we hoped not, as mum hasw't been able to save for our new
school shoes this year and it gets very slippery tn the wet with
the worn tread. The Landlord hasn't fixed the leak tn the voof
Yyet elther.

There were many cars on the bridge.

| stopped to Llook at all the school kids with children going to
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school with thelr parvents in thelr fo VI/LLLM cars.
A few of them Looked excited, others Looked sleepy.

(wish | could {66L the cosiness o{a warme car on a cold 0{05
like this. Mum had to sell the car as it got too expensive to

manage with just her bncone.

What similarities and differences do you observe in
the Lives of the two chiloren?

Simdilarities Differences

plscussion

what do you think are the reasons for the differences you
Lolentified?

Inequalities in the world.

There are two types of inequality - Economic and Social. They are
closely connected to each other. Let us look at them one by one.
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Economic Inequality

‘ Activity A:

Is It Fair?

Do this activity in pairs. Read the information below and
discuss the questions that follow with Your partner. Share
Your answers with the rest of Your class.

According to the World wWealth map 2020 Credit Sulsse
Global wealth report, most of the worldl's wealth is
concentrated tn North America, Burope and Australia.
Countries like Russia, China, and few East Ewropean and
Middle Eastern nations come next, while the vest of the

world Ls POOY and uwde\ro{e\/ewped. ‘
\_
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4 N\
1. Do You think the distribution of wealth s falr? why?

2. What do Yyou think are the causes of this global

ECONOMLE LwequaLLtld?

FLLl out the concept map olven below with Your answers.

\.

Concept map for factors that influence global inequality:

Education and skils

infipences the odopiion of new
lechaslogy ard marufocturing

N 7
] P Reasons for | ™=
4

global inequality

Social Inequality

Quality of life, in simple terms, is the degree to which an

individual is healthy, comfortable, and able to participate in or
enjoy life events. Quality of life affects the health and well-being
of individuals and families and is also influenced by social factors

such as sex, age, and race or ethnicity.
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There are disparities in the quality of life of people globally.
This leads to social inequality. Social inequality is the
unequal distribution of resources and services due to one’s
social or economic conditions.

The global distribution of wealth is significant because it
influences the quality of life and wellbeing, which goes
beyond one’s wealth or bank balance. Economic welfare
usually leads to a better quality of life. Therefore, economic
and social inequalities are closely linked.

Social indicators of development give an idea of social
disparity existing within a country.

Given below are some of the social indicators of
development. There is a huge disparity in social indicators
when it comes to the developed and developing countries of

the world.

Income Health care and nutrition
Discrimination or bias Greater life expectancy
Employment opportunities Housing

Job satisfaction Happiness levels

Leisure time Increased consumption
Education Environmental impact

Economic and social disparities persist in Singapore, reflecting
significant income inequality despite the nation's overall affluence.
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Poverty Rate

While Singapore is often lauded for its economic success, poverty
remains a concern. Estimates suggest that approximately 10%

of households fall into the low-income bracket, with incomes
insufficient to meet basic needs.

The Borgen Project

Additionally, studies indicate that about 18.5% of residents
experience relative poverty after accounting for government
transfers and taxes, highlighting disparities when compared to other
nations.

NUS Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences

Income Inequality

Income inequality is a pressing issue, as evidenced by the Gini
coefficient—a standard measure of income distribution equality. In
2023, Singapore's Gini coefficient stood at 0.433 before accounting
for taxes and government transfers, and improved to 0.371 after
such adjustments, reflecting the impact of redistributive policies.

Base

However, other reports present a more concerning picture, with the
Gini coefficient reaching 0.70 in 2023, surpassing several regional
counterparts.

The Business Times

These discrepancies underscore the complexity of accurately
assessing income inequality within the country.

Government Initiatives

The Singaporean government actively implements policies aimed at
reducing poverty and income inequality. These include progressive
taxation, targeted financial assistance, and various social programs
designed to uplift lower-income groups. Despite these efforts,

the persistence of economic disparities suggests that ongoing
evaluation and enhancement of these policies are essential to
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effectively address the challenges of poverty and inequality.

In summary, while Singapore has achieved remarkable economic
growth, significant economic and social disparities remain.
Addressing these issues requires continuous policy innovation and
a commitment to ensuring equitable opportunities for all citizens.

Inequity in Impact in Singapore

There are many adverse life events that can put an individual
in a situation where they experience poverty and difficulties in
accessing healthcare and social support in Singapore.

The Singapore Ministry of Social and Family Development (MSF)
and other social service agencies work tirelessly to bridge this
gap of inequity and inequality in the country. One such real-

life example of an individual facing crisis in the current time is
described below.

"I was homeless at 16. Despite receiving some financial aid from
the government, it wasn't enough to cover the basics. I moved be-
tween temporary shelters and friends' places while trying to fin-
ish school, but the constant instability made it incredibly hard.

I often went without food, relying on free meals from charities

or skipping meals to make it through the day. Despite the gov-
ernment's efforts to provide aid, the assistance I received wasn't
enough to cover my living expenses, including transport and util-
ities, leaving me struggling with debt. My credit history suffered
as a result, and I found myself caught in a cycle of distressing
phone calls with debtors, begging for extensions to pay my bills.
I could have spent that time studying, improving my grades, and
achieving more academically, but instead, I was battling just to
survive."
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Activity B:

Ponder Points

Take some tlme to ponder over these questions. Share Your
answers with your class.

® Should everyone have the same opportunities and equal
aceess to opPortqutLes? Wl/lg ov wl/% not? Write reasons

L the miind map below

® (s development really development o people tn our

communities are Left behind?

T~ Why should =

we bridge the
gap?

VN
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Form groups of four. Discuss within your group the lmpact
of global inequalities on the environment.

People at the top enjoy benefits such as power, prosperity and
prestige while those at the bottom suffer penalties that other
members of the society escape from. In a stratified (divided) society,
inequality passes from one generation to the next. There are huge
disparities between rich and poor children in areas like healthcare,
education and employment. These inequalities are a threat to a
country’s economic and social progress. They also have a negative
impact on the environment. Poverty leads to increased population,
deforestation, air and water pollution etc.

It is impossible to achieve ‘sustainable development” when many
people are left behind. We can truly progress only when all people
have equal access to resources and opportunities to meet their needs.
Due to the efforts made across the globe, inequality among some
population groups have reduced and there has been some progress
in fulfilling basic needs such as improved child health and greater
completion of primary education. However, there are some groups
that are left far behind others.

Everyone should enjoy equal access to opportunity. One’s chances to
succeed in life should not be determined by circumstances beyond
an individual’s control.
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Reducing global inequalities. What can we do?

We have studied and tried to understand global inequalities in this
lesson. It appears that there is so much beyond our control. But is
there nothing we can do? Think again! What can be done to close
the disparity gap between the rich and poor? Is there something that
each of us can do?

Extended Activity

Set yourself weekly tasks or annual goals to help reduce inequalities.
Here are a few suggestions of actions/goals.

® Donate for an homeless child’s birthday

® [ ducate a child

® Support local shops/farmers

® Reduce consumption, recycle or reuse

What other ways can you think of? Can you take some action at home
and in school?

List a few goals or actions in the table below. You can write them on
a chart paper or put them up on the soft board in your classroom to
serve as a reminder. You may check these at the end of the year.

As an As a family As a class/ In the

individual school neighbourhood
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Let's Remember

In the welfare of all, lies our own.

Our actions can positively help reduce inequalities in society and the
world.

What | liked most about this lesson...

Talk to your parents/gquardian/family members. Find
out what is the annual consumption expenditure as a

household.

Is your family’s consumption expenditure greater than or
less than the average household consumption of Singapore?

If your economic and social condition is better than most, is
there something you can do to help reduce the inequalities
you see around you?
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Household consumption
Resource )
expenditure per annum

Water

Energy
Transport/Fuel/Gas
Food and Beverages
Education
Entertainment
Healthcare
Housing/Land

Motor Vehicles

Telephone/Internet
and other information
and communication

technology

Household appliances/

utilities

Clothing and footwear
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