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When you think of the word Chingay, what comes to your mind? 
For many Singaporeans, it is a night of dazzling lights, giant 
floats, colourful costumes, loud drums, and smiling faces. The 
Chingay Parade, which began in 1973, has grown into one of 
Singapore’s biggest annual celebrations. But beyond the sparkle 
and music, Chingay carries a deeper meaning beyond its color 
and spectacle, Chingay reflects the spirit of oneness. It has 
evolved to be Singapore’s largest street performance and float 
parade, over the years.

Alone we are a drop, together we are a seaAlone we are a drop, together we are a sea

5
Chingay Parade: A Celebration 

of Culture 

Let’s Begin
Can you recall a time when people of different backgrounds 

came together for a common cause? How did it make you feel?

When have you felt most included as part of a group? What 

made that experience special?

How would Singapore look if people did not practise oneness?

How can we celebrate our differences while still standing 

together as one people?
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From One to ManyFrom One to Many

What began as a Chinese New Year celebration has grown into 
a vibrant showcase of Singapore’s multicultural identity. Today, 
it brings together performers from all races, religions, and 
communities, with dazzling floats, cultural dances, music, and 
even international groups.

People from other communities – Malay dancers, Indian 
musicians, Eurasian performers, and even international friends 
joined in. Today, the parade is no longer just about one culture. 
It is a stage where every culture in Singapore shines, side by 
side.
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It shows how Chinese, Malay, Indian, Eurasian, and many other 
communities come together, not as separate groups but as one 
people celebrating diversity. Each contingent’s unique cultural 
performance adds to a larger, harmonious whole—like pieces of 
a mosaic that form a beautiful picture only when joined together.

The parade also involves thousands of volunteers, students, 
grassroots groups, and artists, symbolizing unity in action. 

When a Malay kampang troupe marches alongside Chinese 
lion dancers, or when an Indian classical dance blends with 
a hip-hop performance by youth groups, the message is clear: 
Singapore is strongest when everyone comes together.

One People, One NationOne People, One Nation

Thousands of performers, from students to seniors, spend 
months practising for Chingay. They may come from different 
schools, neighbourhoods, or backgrounds, but during the 
parade, they move as one. Every drumbeat, every dance step, 
and every smile shows how unity can transform a group of 
individuals into a powerful force.
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Even the floats carry messages of harmony, featuring symbols 
from different religions and races, decorated by community 
groups and volunteers. It is not just about entertainment—it 
is about showing the world that Singapore’s diversity is its 
strength.

Lessons for UsLessons for Us

The Spirit of Oneness that we see in Chingay is something we 
can practise in our daily lives. At school, it could mean working 
as a team with classmates from different backgrounds. At home, 
it could mean showing kindness to neighbours who may not 
celebrate the same festivals as we do.

Just like how every float, dancer, and song adds to the beauty of 
the Chingay Parade, every act of respect and care we show adds 
to the strength of our nation.
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Chingay is more than a parade. It is a reminder that our 
differences—our languages, traditions, and talents—become 
brighter when shared together. For young people, Chingay is an 
invitation to carry this spirit forward: to see each friend as part 
of one big Singapore family.

Through Chingay, Singapore demonstrates to the world that by 
standing together and by respecting our differences, we shine 
as one nation, We light up not just the parade, but the whole 
nation.
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1.	What is the Chingay Parade, and why is it celebrated in 
Singapore?

2.	How has Chingay changed from when it first began in 1973 to 
today?

3.	Write down two examples of how the Chingay Parade shows 
the love for country?

4.	In the parade, people from different races, religions, and ages 
come together. Why do you think this unity is important for 
Singapore?

There is yet another such festival in Singapore that brings all of 
Singapore together regardless of their race and religion, and that 
is The Lantern Festival.

Here is a little verbal imagery of how this festival brings 
together all of Singapore.

Children of different races – Mei Ling, Aishah, Arjun, and 
Daniel – each brought their own family’s lanterns. Mei Ling’s 
lantern was shaped like a rabbit, Aishah’s shone with moon and 
stars, Arjun’s was decorated with peacocks, and Daniel’s had 
bright rainbow stripes.

At first, each child wanted to show that their lantern was the 
brightest. But as they walked together, they noticed something 
magical: when all the lanterns were carried side by side, the 
glow was warmer and brighter, lighting up the entire park. 

People passing by smiled and admired not one lantern, but the 
harmony of them all.

The children realized that just as the lanterns shone more 
beautifully together, so too did Singapore’s people – Chinese, 
Malay, Indian, Eurasian – when they stood united. That night, 
the park was not just filled with light, but with the spirit of 
oneness.

Think and Answer
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Activity A: 
Reflection in My Life

Imagine you are part of a Chingay performance Imagine you are part of a Chingay performance 

team.team.

1.	 What role would you like to play (dancer, musician, 

float builder, volunteer, etc.) and why?

2.	How can you practise love for country in school?

Example: working with classmates of different 

backgrounds, celebrating each other’s festivals.

3.	 Write one action you will take this week to show 

your love for country at home, in school, or in your 

neighbourhood.

Activity B: 
Get Creative

1.	1.	 Draw or describe your own Chingay float.Draw or describe your own Chingay float.

2.	2.	What message of unity or oneness would it What message of unity or oneness would it 

carry?carry?

3.	3.	 What colours and symbols would you use? What colours and symbols would you use? 
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Go for the next Chingay Parade with you family 
and friends. Each of you focus on a specific cultural 
presentation of the Chingay by capturing special 
moments as pictures and videos.

On your family table, discuss how you can create your 
unique cultural presentation drawing some aspect from 
each of the different presentations. 

Discuss and Come out with a unique theme and name for 
this presentation. 

What I liked most about this lesson : 
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I learnt that  
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My Space My Space 

Engage Engage 
with Family

One finger cannot lift a pebble. Exactly similar two fingers also cannot lift 
a pebble. We need fingers that are totally different sizes and shapes and 
positioned differently to lift it . Similarly, what keeps Singapore shining is its 
varied and many people and its multi-cultural and  multi-racial character.

Let’s RememberLet’s Remember


