12

We e One

Let's Begin
Write down the name of Your street.

One World One Family

By learning about our neighbours and their journey to
Singapore, one can understand and appreciate that amongst the
diversity is a common thread of humanity. Songs are powerful
modes of bringing together people from all walks of life. One
such inspiring song is

“We Are the World” written by Michael Jackson and Lionel
Richie.
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How we often think it is

N\

How it really is -

https://www.unsc.uno/world-peace/

Let’s explore this further.

We Are the World

There comes a time when we heed a certain call
When the world must come together as one
There are people dying
And its time to lend a hand to life
The greatest gift of all

We can't go on pretending day by day
That someone, somehow will soon make a change
We are all a part of Gods great big family
And the truth, you know,

Love is all we need
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We are the world, we are the children
We are the ones who make a brighter day
So lets start giving
There's a choice we're making
We're saving our own lives
Its true we'll make a better day

Just you and me

Send them your heart so they'll know that someone cares
And their lives will be stronger and free
As God has shown us by turning stones to bread

So we all must lend a helping hand

We are the world, we are the children
We are the ones who make a brighter day
So lets start giving
There's a choice we're making
We're saving our own lives
Its true we'll make a better day

Just you and me

When you're down and out, there seems no hope at all
But if you just believe there's no way we can fall
Let us realize that a change can only come

When we stand together as one
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We are the world, we are the children
We are the ones who make a brighter day
So lets start giving
There's a choice we're making
We're saving our own lives
Its true we'll make a better day

Just you and me

We are the world, we are the children
We are the ones who make a brighter day
So lets start giving
There's a choice we're making
We're saving our own lives
Its true we'll make a better day

Just you and me

Think and Answer

Fill in the blanks.

a) The song “We are the World” was written by .......ccccvveeunnnnn.e.
b)The song brings inclusiveness by .....cccccoeviiriiiiniiniennnennnenn.
c) What is the thread of commonality that runs through us all?

d) What would our world be like if we all were to practice this
One oness that the song depicts?............ ,
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"We Are the World" is a song written by Michael Jackson and
Lionel Richie, and originally recorded for Africa in 1985. Tt
brought together dozens of major artists to raise money for
famine relief in Africa, especially Ethiopia. A few lessons we
can take home from this song. Though the song’s message is
simple, it is powerful:

Unity and Solidarity: It emphasizes that all people across the
globe are connected. Despite differences in race, nationality, or
status, we are all part of one human family.

Collective Responsibility: The lyrics highlight the idea that we
all share responsibility to help those in need, especially in times
of crisis.

Hope and Compassion: Even in the face of suffering, there's
a hopeful message that change is possible when people come
together.

Empathy Creates Change: The song teaches that feeling and
acting on empathy—caring about the suffering of others—is a
crucial step toward global healing and justice.

Together, We Are Stronger: No one person can solve the world’s
problems alone, but when people unite with a shared purpose,
they can make a real impact.

Small Actions Matter: Even if you're just “a drop in the ocean,”
when combined with others, it becomes a wave of change.
Everyone has something to contribute.

Global Citizenship : “We Are the World” promotes the idea of

being a global citizen, not just thinking locally or nationally, but
acting with the whole world in mind.
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Use Your Voice for Good: The artists used their platforms for a
cause greater than themselves. It encourages others—whether
famous or not—to use their influence to uplift others.

This song was written in 1985, let us explore this song is still a
relevant teacher for all of us today.

1. Global Crises Still Need Global Unity

* Today’s problems—Iike climate change, pandemics, wars,
hunger, and inequality—are global, not just local. No country
or community can face them alone.

* The song reminds us that cooperation across borders,
cultures, and beliefs is essential to make lasting change.

Example: The COVID-19 pandemic showed how interconnected
humanity is. What affects one part of the world can quickly
affect all of us.

2. Compassion is Still a Powerful Tool

* We live in a time of rising division and polarization—
politically, socially, even online.

* “We Are the World” calls us back to basic human empathy.
It reminds us that, at our core, we’re all people with the same
needs for love, safety, dignity, and support.

Example: Refugee crises and natural disasters still demand that
we put ourselves in others' shoes and take compassionate action.

3. Everyone Can Contribute

* In the age of social media and digital activism, individual
voices can now have huge reach. You don’t have to be a
celebrity to make a difference.
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* The song's message that “we are the ones who make a
brighter day” empowers ordinary people to act—through
donations, volunteering, voting, sharing knowledge, or simply
caring.

Example: Grassroots movements led by young people (like
young Rui Jie’s fundraising) are showing that real change starts
with ordinary voices.

4. Hope is a Form of Resistance

* With so much negativity in the news, it’s easy to feel
hopeless. But “We Are the World” is a reminder that hope
itself is a powerful and necessary force.

* Believing that change is possible—and acting on it—is the
first step to building a better world.

Example: Movements for justice and equality (like Black Lives
Matter or women’s rights efforts around the world) thrive on
hope, solidarity, and belief in a better future.

Even though “We Are the World” was written for a specific
cause (African famine relief), its deeper meaning transcends
time. It asks us to:

* See each other as one human family
* Take responsibility for the welfare of others
* Never underestimate the power of collective action

In a time when the world feels divided, this message might be
more important than ever.
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Extended Activity 1

Discuss the following questionnaire with your parents or elders
in your family and use the points they share with you when
covering the next section ‘Knowledge is One’.

1. What is an example of inclusivity that you have seen in this
country? ................

2. How would you like to see more inclusivity in your country?

3. What opportunities in your life can you think of where you
can contribute to feeling of unity in Australia?

Extended Activity 2

Singapore has diverse multicultural backgrounds from different
countries where many citizens of the country follow different
faiths or have certain spiritual beliefs. These beliefs have a
common thread of humanity and goodness which connects us all
together.

STUDENTS’ WORKBOOK | 135



Find out different faiths followed in Singapore and write their
names here.

Research one faith and write the following details:

Belie] ..o e

Place of worship ..o

Showing respect
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Activity A:

Find the Common Point

Here are some of the common teachings from all faiths.

1. Dlseuss themt with your teacher.

2. Crosscheck the points given by Your parents/elders tn
Your fa mily (from Extendled Aotf,\/i‘cg 2) with the polnts

given below. Ave there any common points?

2. Whrite down any other teachings that are common tn the

empty bubbles.

“Love ls
God.”

“tHelp those

“God loves -
ln need.”

50(4.”

“Sevvice and
sacrifice.”

Do not hate
another.

Love one
awnd all.

“Live a
virtuous
Life.”

Do what Ls
right.

Do not hurt
others.
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Activity B:

Many Faiths, One Knowledge

You now have some tdea about different faiths of our
country as well the common things they all teach.
Form groups with the help of your teacher. Bach group
should select one faith or belief and present it to the rest

of the class. Mention the teachings that are common
with other faiths.

N @

We have learnt that schools are many but knowledge is one and
Faiths may be many but there is a common thread of humanity
and goodness.

What happens when you light a lamp? There is light
everywhere. The light is goodness, which is common for all
creation, irrespective of which faith or belief you follow. Let

us always remember to acknowledge this essence of goodness,
wherever and in whatever form we see it and with whomever we
come across. Just as we respect and enjoy different cultures of
people, so we must respect and recognise that we are all one and
have a common thread running through us all
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Let's Remember

There is a common thread amongst all faiths and backgrounds. The
common message of goodness helps us to connect fo our frue selves.

Let us respect this belief in ourselves and others..

What | liked most about this lesson :

For this activity you must take the help of a friend or an
acquaintance who is from another faith. Along with your
friend, visit their place of worship and learn about the
rituals and customs followed there. Also, if possible, attend
a religious function with your friend’s family and take
their help to understand and follow the festivities.
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