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THE WISE MINISTER

Warm Up

Have you ever thanked the school Security Guard Uncle?
Do you thank your mother or father for helping you?

Do you appreciate the cleaner who keeps your school clean?

Appreciate others and in turn others
will value you too
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Let us read the story of the Wise Minister.

It was a busy day in the jungle. The animals were celebrating
the coronation of their new king. The new lion king was busy
appointing various animals for different posts.

The cheetah became the army commander as he was a quick
thinker and the fastest runner. The entire wolf pack was
recruited in the army. The elephant was made the minister as
she was the wise one. The peacock with his colourful feathers
was made the court dancer, the bear was made the teacher,
and the clever fox got the job of a soft skills trainer.

Most of the animals in the jungle, including the deer, the
giraffe, the hippo and the tiger, were given jobs in the king’s
office. But only three animals were left out: the rabbit, the
tortoise and the donkey. That’s because the lion king could
not think of anything suitable for them.

Soon all the animals in the jungle started making fun of
them for not being chosen in the royal court. The rabbit was
teased for getting scared easily and “leaving his work half
done” (remember the hare and tortoise race?). The tortoise
was called a “slow coach”. The donkey was mocked for being
“boring and dull”. The three animals stood in the court
dejected, while everyone laughed at them.

Looking at their plight, the lion roared and ordered the
animals to stop being rude. “Stop making fun of them. I'm
sure there is something that they can do too and it is sad that
none of you has been able to spot it. Elephant, you are my
wise minister. Can you suggest some jobs we can give them?”
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The wise elephant came forward and said, “Your Majesty, you
are absolutely correct. All of us have different and unique
abilities. We have to realise that our kingdom can flourish and
prosper only when all of us respect each other and appreciate
one another for what we are.”

She continued, “Rabbit, you might get scared easily, but aren’t
you a fast runner? You will be perfect as a messenger. You

can deliver messages from our dear king to the citizens of this
kingdom.”

Looking at the tortoise, the elephant said, “Tortoise, you may be
slow, but you have the ability to quietly hide inside your shell
and go unnoticed. So you will be a good spy. Stay at the border
posts and keep an eye.”

The elephant continued after a pause, “The donkey’s brays and
sturdy backs are well known. Why would we need a bugle to
alert everyone when you are here with us? You will also act as a
delivery boy for trade by carrying goods.”
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The king said, “Don’t forget his kick! The enemies will be
thrown miles away with just one good kick from him.”

Everyone agreed.

The rabbit, the tortoise and the donkey happily accepted their
posts.

The rabbit told the elephant, “It feels great to be appreciated for
our good qualities. Sometimes, we ourselves forget our worth.”

The donkey said happily, “Your Majesty, we promise you that we
will do our job honestly and sincerely.”

The tortoise said, “A just king and a wise minister can bring
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happiness to everyone.”

The lion king was now satisfied that everyone in his kingdom
was happy.

WORD WALL
Coronation: The ceremony of crowning the king
Dejected: Sad

Bugle: An instrument, like a small trumpet, used to pass on messages
and alerts

Appreciate: Recognise the good qualities of somebody/something

' Soft skills: A person’s behaviour while talking to others and working as
a team

Plight: Situation
Flourish: Develop quickly and become successful

Prosper: Grow
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Think and Answer

1. Why were the rabbit, the donkey and the tortoise sad?

2. Who would you like to be? The animals who teased or the
wise elephant who saw the good in everyone? Justify your
answer.

3. What were the skills of the rabbit, the tortoise and the donkey
as pointed out by the elephant and the king?

Activity A:

Positive Talk

When you hear about your strengths from others
and acknowledge (admit/recognise) them to yourself,
your motivation and self-confidence are built. In this
activity, we are going to engage in Positive Talk by
appreciating others.
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Your teacher will pin a blank sheet of paper on your
back. Each of your classmates has to write few words
about what they like or admire in you. Similarly, you
too have to write one line of appreciation on the paper
pinned behind them. After everyone has finished
writing on all their classmates’ sheet of paper, you

can take out your paper and read what everyone has
written about you. How does it feel?

Let us appreciate each other and engage in Positive
Talk more often. This is the best way to build each
other's confidence.

: @

Appreciating others is important. So, the next time you notice a
beautiful drawing or if your friend achieves something, do not
forget to appreciate. It builds self-confidence and self-worth.

Activity B:

Thank-You Cards

Now that you know the importance of appreciation

and the delight it brings, don't you think it's time to
appreciate people who work for your welfare? There are
some people working behind the scenes and they do not
claim any recognition. They are the 'unsung heroes' of
your school. They include the teachers and principal who
work tirelessly and selflessly.

You may not have known how fo thank them. But you can
do it now.

Here is a list of unsung heroes; you can add to the list or
create a new list, based on your environment.
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Items needed

A small piece of paper/index cards/chart paper cut to
postcard size, sketches, paints, colour pencils, etc
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Unsung heroes of our school
Principal

Subject teacher (English teacher/Maths teachers,
etc)

Cleaner Uncles and Cleaner Aunties
Librarian « School canteen staff
School bus driver

1. The teacher will divide the class into groups.

2. Each group can choose a school staff or a teacher that
they would like to thank.

3. In the card, you could draw images (if you wish) and
highlight why you appreciate them. Don't forget to
mention ‘thank you' in the cards. Imagine the school
without them and you will realise their importance.
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4. After completing the card, each group can show their
card to the class and together give it to the staff/
teacher and say a loud "thank you" to them. One can be
assured of getting a beaming smile back. This is a power
that you have and have used it well!

(Alternatively, the school can provide a notice board
erein the students can display their ‘thank-you cards' and
all the staff and show the cards to them.)

Let's Remember

- Let's appreciate others, show gratitude and bring smiles fo others.
=) We cannot be happy alone. When people around us are happy, we

are happy too. Let’s also be compassionate; it doesn’t cost anything.

What | liked most about this lesson :
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> Fun
¥ o=

Every learning does not begin and end at school. The
learning has to be put to practise at all places to find its
fulfilment. So, shift this learning to your home.

1. It may have been a long time since your family
members truly appreciated one another. It’s now time
to create a positive environment at home to express
gratitude. Talk to your family during dinner and
appreciate each of your family members. You begin
first and then ask each family member to take turns
appreciating the others. This is the first step to each
one of you feeling appreciated and loved. It is also good
family time together.

2. Make ‘thank-you’ cards for your mum, dad, sister/s,
brother/s, grandparents, postman, police officer, milk
bar staff, garbage truck driver, family doctor, dentist,
and vet. Keep ‘thank-you cards’ ready always. Whenever
you go out, take the opportunity to thank the people who
help you. Tell them these magic words, “Thank you for
helping us.”

3. What about your friends in the neighbourhood who
keep you happy when you return from school? Do the
Positive Talk activity with them and create waves of
smiles.
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