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PRIMARY FIVE HAS
AN INTERESTING DAY

Warm Up

Let us start with a fun-filled colourful activity. Take a
plain sheet of paper and divide it into fwo parts. On each
part, draw a rainbow in the sky. Make both your drawings
exactly the same.

Colour your first rainbow with the seven colours - red,
orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet

Colour your second rainbow with only one of the seven
colours.

Now compare both your drawings. Which one looks more
beautiful and closer to what is seen in nature? Which one
do you like?

Celebrate and cherish diversity
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Let us read about the interesting and insightful day that the
students of Primary 5C had.

The students of Primary 5C were busy studying in their class,
when the form teacher, Mrs Lee, walked in. She announced
that there would be a special activity in school the following
Friday. Everyone was excited to know what it was. “We’ll be
celebrating Racial Harmony Day on Friday,” said Mrs Lee.
The children loved activity days. There was a lot to learn. And
Mrs Lee always made the learning fun. “But,” Mrs Lee said,
“on Thursday, we will have a new activity called “Sameness
Day.” Everyone wondered what that meant. Mrs Lee saw their
confused faces and explained, “Coming Thursday, for Sameness
Day, I want you all to come to school in your school uniform as
usual. All girls and boys must have your hair parted on the left.

Everyone must only bring cheese sandwiches in your snack
boxes. You need not carry all your books. Just bring your maths
book and don’t forget your coloured pencils and crayons. I will
explain the rest on Thursday.”

On Thursday, all the children came to school with their maths
book, colouring boxes and cheese sandwiches and with their
hair done as instructed by Mrs Lee.
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Mrs Lee came to the class and said, “Dear students, welcome
to Sameness Day. Today, we will only learn mathematics and no
other subjects.”

“Oh no!” said the children. “Mathematics all day?”
Mrs Lee said, “Ok, I will add on an art class too.”
The children were bored and tired after learning only maths.

Finally, the bell rang and it was time for art class. The children
were very happy as they pulled out their pencils, erasers and
colouring boxes. Mrs Lee distributed blank sheets and asked
them to draw whatever they wished. The children drew beautiful
scenery, animals, birds, rainbows and gardens.

Mrs Lee then had a surprise for them. “Take out your favourite
colour, only one, and put the rest away. You will only use one
colour to fill in your drawings,” she said.

The children coloured their beautiful drawings with just one
single colour. Now the drawings didn’t look that beautiful
anymore.

The snack bell rang and everyone silently ate their cheese
sandwiches. No one asked anyone to share or exchange their
snacks. They did not like Sameness Day at all.

Mrs Lee had a class discussion after the snack break. “So, do
you like Sameness Day?” she asked. “Should we have it every

day?”
“Oh no,” shouted everyone together.

Mrs Lee laughed. “I see you don’t like it,” she said. “Can you
tell me what all you learnt today?”

“Nothing but maths,” replied one student.
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“What about the other subjects? How can we get an education
by learning only one subject?” asked another child.

“It was so boring. I don’t want to do maths for a week,” said
another.

9

“My beautiful garden drawing was ruined. Only yellow flowers,’

said one child sadly.

“Blue sky, blue mountains, blue grass and blue trees! How can
we have art without different colours?” asked another.

Mrs Lee smiled. “What I wanted you to learn, dear children, is
the need and beauty of diversity,” she said.

“We need to study different subjects to learn about our world.
That is what gives us a well-rounded education, right? We also
need variety in our food to maintain our health.That makes it a
balanced diet, right? Similarly, different colours bring beauty
in our world. Diversity is necessary, it is healthy and it is
beautiful,” explained Mrs Lee.

“And that is how it is with our culture and our society. We need
to understand and respect the traditions, faiths, languages and
ways of life that co-exist in our beautiful country. You see, these
differences are what makes our culture rich, diverse, beautiful
and loving. Everyone adds a new colour and a new flavour, each
is important and each is beautiful. When they come together,
things come to life.

” Saying so, she announced, “And tomorrow we shall celebrate
Racial Harmony Day!”

Racial Harmony Day on Friday was a grand success. The
children came dressed in various traditional attires such as
cheongsam, baju kurong and sarees. Some children gave short
speeches on different cultures, some presented songs and
dances from different culture. Mrs Lee was happy to see all the
excitement on the children’s faces.
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She said, “Remember, my dear children, diversity is precious.

It takes work to maintain harmony in variety. Never forget that
underneath all these external differences lies the common
thread of love, kindness and humanity. I hope you all will
respect and celebrate each other’s uniqueness and grow together
like a garden of beautiful flowers.

Diversity: Variety
Attire: Clothing

Hhumanity: The quality or state of being human, with kindness
and goodness

Think and Answer
1. Why did the children not like Sameness Day?

2. What did Mrs Lee tell the children about diversity?

Write at least three points.

3. What are some common elements among all people in
spite of their differences?
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Singapore is a beautiful and vibrant, multi-racial society.
The four major races residing in Singapore are the Chinese,
Malay, Indians and Eurasians.

e —— Singapore has four major languag-
= es: English, Chinese, Malay and
' Tamil. Another unique feature
about Singapore is the power of

'Singlish.” This is a unigue combina-
tion of the local languages and the
English Language. Commonly used
Singlish words are "atas”, "blur”,
“kiasu”, and “shiok.”

Singapore is also home to a food
paradise, where the diversity of
food is celebrated and devoured! The hawker culture in Sin-
gapore is an intriguing one and draws many people from all
walks of life.

There are many beautiful and
intriguing things about our
small city which has bloomed in
the last 60 years. Do you know
what are some unigue features
of our country? Jot them down
below and share with your
friends.
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Activity A:

Know Your Singapore

Unique Things about my Singapore

(You can draw or write as many things you can think of)
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Singapore celebrates cultural diversity with their love for different
foods from different cultures.

Can you match these food items to the corresponding names listed
on the right?

Vegetarian Curry Laksa

Thunder Tea Rice

Dosa

Singapore Butter Toast

Vegan Nasi Lemak

Answers at the end of the book
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Activity B:

Say Hello!

Our melodic languages in Singapore

Try finding out how to say these words / sentences in the 3
local languages.

Have fun and be curious!

Words in Chinese
English

Thank youl

How are you?

handphone

Mother

It's a sunny
day!

T love you.
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My Favourite Tradition and Culture
1. Write your favourite food:
2. Write your favourite tradition:

. s

3. Write your favourite clothing :

4. Write your favourite festival:

Discuss with your friend/partner the differences and
similarities between each other.

Ways in which my
friend and I are different

Ways in which my friend
and I are similar

My favourite food(s)

Favourite food(s) of
my friend
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The world peace flower depicts
the unity among all religions.
People of all religions stay united
because of the underlying current
of love.

Diversity is precious. Underneath the differences lies the
common thread of love, kindness and humanity. It takes effort to
maintain harmony amidst the differences.

Let's Remember

Diversity is precious. Underneath the differences lies the common thread

2 of love, kindness and humanity. It takes effort to maintain harmony
B amidst the differences.
What | liked most about this lesson :
.
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1. Paint clay or glass lamps to hold tea light candles
As a family, sit together and paint 3-4 lamps. Light them at

dusk and bring out this message: Just (ike how the lamps may
vary in their colour and size, the light they give out is the
same. Similarly, people may follow different faiths and come
from different backgrounds, but they are all united as One
Singapore

2. Breaking Barriers

During major festivals, make it a practice, along with your
family, to wish your friends and neighbours. If you are a
Hindu, you can wish your Muslim, Christian or Chinese
friends during their festive season. You can be the change

in your family and community by taking these tiny steps. If
time permits, you could help your parents/family members/
guardians to share some fruits or make a fruit basket.
Distribute these to your neighbours during the festivals you
celebrate. These small steps that you take will make your
family and neighbourhood a pleasant place to (ive in.
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