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Warm Up
Where do you keep your shoes when you come home from 
school?
Who cleans your room?
Do you throw your trash in the garbage bin?’

10
Respect

Take care of your belongings, other people’s belongingsTake care of your belongings, other people’s belongings
and public propertyand public property
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Let us read the story Let us read the story 

‘This morning, the students in Primary 5 are very excited. 
They’ve been working on a project to present at the school 
assembly. The presentation is titled ‘Respect’ and it’s about 
taking care of one’s own belongings, belongings of others and 
the public property. We practise non-violence when we take care 
of things around us. 

Here’s a glimpse of what Primary 5 class has come up with.’

Taking care of your belongingsTaking care of your belongings

We’re learning to take care of our things.

When you respect something, you show that you think it’s 
important and you take care of it.

At home and at school, after you use something, you put it where 
it belongs. Everything has a place. Then, everybody knows 
where to find it. 
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When you put things away, the room looks neat. It feels 
comfortable. And it’s safe when you keep things off the floor.

You can learn to use things safely and carefully… or ask 
someone older to help you. You can respect things around you. 
Wherever you go, you can leave things the way you found them 
or better. 

Taking care of other people’s belongingsTaking care of other people’s belongings

Respecting others means seeking permission before wanting to 
use or borrow their things / items. Take good care of the things / 
items that you borrow. Use it with respect, and always remember 
to return it.’ 

It is a wonderful thing to share our things with others. Being able 
to share and respect each other’s items / things can bring a lot of 
joy to all of us.’ 
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Taking care of public propertyTaking care of public property

We should respect and take care of public property because 
public property is dedicated to public use. Parks, bus stands, 
playgrounds, libraries are public property.  Sometimes people 
knowingly or unknowingly harm public property. This can cause 
discomfort to those using it at a later stage. All of us would 
benefit from a clean and safe environment. 

Each one of us can play our role by keeping public property 
clean and damage-free. 

When you help pick up trash and litter at the playground or the 
beach, you help keep places beautiful. So, if you want to have 
a picnic in a park, make sure you throw everything that’s not 
needed into the trash bin or recycling bin. If you see none of 
them near you, please bring a garbage bag, so that you can take 
it home and put them into the bins.

‘Now, it is time to take some actions. Think about how you can 
take care of your own belongings, belongings of others and the 
public property.’



STUDENTS’ WORKBOOK  |  127

Think and Answer 

1. �List five ways you can take care of your belongings at home 
and at school? 

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

2. �How can you take care of the belongings of others? 

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

3. �List five ways you can show respect to public property.
................................................................................................
................................................................................................

4.	How can you practise non-violence by taking care of your 
own belongings, belongings of others and the public property?

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

Take a piece of paper and write down how you can improve and 
implement your learnings after watching this presentation.

Make sure you make it a life-long habit and inspire others 
around you to do the same!
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1. Practising Non-Violence1. Practising Non-Violence

Non-violence means not hurting anyone by thought, word or 
deed. So, how does taking care of belongings become a non-
violent act? The following examples will teach you how.

KEEP THINGS KEEP THINGS 
CLEAN AND TIDYCLEAN AND TIDY

THE 3 RS: REDUCE, THE 3 RS: REDUCE, 
REUSE, RECYCLE REUSE, RECYCLE 

DON’T HOARD/DON’T HOARD/
ACCUMULATEACCUMULATE

This gives less work 
for adults who clean 
your things for you.

Buy what you need 
and not what you 
want. 
Save your time, 
money and effort  
and that of others as 
well. Save nature’s 
resources. 
Reduce wastage.

Mahatma Gandhi 
said, “The world has 
enough for everyone's 
need, but not enough 
for everyone's greed.”

Being mindfulmindful 
of others is non-
violence.

ReuseReuse what you have 
by repairing/mending 
them.

RecycleRecycle and create 
wealth out of waste.

Being responsibleresponsible 
towards the 
environment is non-
violence.

E.g. Keeping the 
classroom that 
belongs to you clean 
shows you value 
the hard work of 
the school staff who 
help maintain the 
cleanliness of the 
school premises

Being KindKind is non-
violence

Reduce: Reduce: Use what 
you already have 
instead of buying 
more. 
ReduceReduce wastage: 
Share the excess with 
others.

Recycle Reduce Reuse
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Clean and tidyClean and tidy
Dear students, we can make a big difference by practicing the 
3Rs. It is our little way of thanking Mother Earth. 
Let us now try a simple activity.

Fill in the blanks using the words given below the statements.

When I arrange my things ................, I 
am ................what I have. 
I am also ................the efforts of my 
................, the people who made them 
and the ever resourceful ................as 
well.
Keeping things back at the ................
helps ................ locate them easily.
(valuing, nature, place they belong 
to, neatly, respecting, me and my 
friends, parents)

Activity A: 
Practising Non-violence
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When I borrow things from others, I’ll 
be very .....................

I show ..................... for people when I 
respect their .....................

(respect, careful, things)

..................... up my room is being kind to 
those who.....................

(tirelessly clean for me, Cleaning and 
tidying)

.....................things increases ... ...................

One cannot ..................... and ..................... 
of things when they are in excess. 

One saves ....................., ..................... and 
..................... with simple living.

(wastage, hoarding,organise, money, 
space, resources, take care of things)

By ...................................my bicycle, I am 
.......................................of it and giving 
............................. to the people who 
worked hard for it.

The ........................................... of the 
bicycle also increases.

(respect, lifespan, cleaning and 
maintaining, taking care)
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Which one do you like better—
image A or image B?

Explain why. 

How will you take care of your 
shoes? .............................................

State at least two ways in which you will take care of the 
following. An example has been given.

1. I will turn the pages of the 
book slowly to avoid damage.

2.

1. ‘I will keep the pencil in a 
case so that I avoid dropping 
and breaking the lead.’ 
2.

What will you do when the 
zipper of your school bag 
becomes faulty?

A. Buy a new bag

B. Replace the faulty zipper 
with the help of a tailor and 
reuse the bag

What’s the one thing that you are careless about or lose often?

1. ....................................................................................................................................

State 2 ways that you can better care for it. 

2. ..............................................................................................................................

A B
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Activity B: 
Sing in Your Own Tune

The class turns music composers today. Form groups and 
compose a tune for this song. Then sing it in front of the 
class as a group. 
Enjoy the activity and let the Justin Bieber in you come 
out! 
(You may change/repeat/add a few words to suit your 
tune. Hum a la-la-la in between for effect, if you want. 
But make sure the meaning of the song does not change.)

Mention two places where one may see this notice.

1.

2.

Write the appropriate answer.

1. �You must _______  (respect/admire) the things you own. 

2. �It is your responsibility to take ____ (care/control) of your 
things.

3. �You must ____________ (safeguard/rescue) everything that is 
yours, be it a pencil or a geometry box. 

4. �A sense of love and _________ (care / passion) helps you 
appreciate your belongings.’ 
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Taking Care of Your Things is Non-Violence
I’ll keep my things very neatly,
For I value them completely.
I’ll put all the books away,

For everything has a place to stay.
I’ll not lose my belonging,

Else for it I shall be longing.
I’ll put all things in their place,
For I do not wish to misplace.
I’ll not just replace the old,

For old is surely gold.
My things shall be given due respect,

Else I may be termed inept.
With everyone, I shall share,

For, to share, I know, is to care.
I opt to be mindful ‘n’ caring,

To receive one or two a blessing.
Let’s all protect and embrace,

Nature will then shower its grace.
Take care of your things, that’s non-violence,

While doing so, don’t show impatience!

Non-violence means not hurting anyone by thought, word or deed. It 
means respecting the hard work of parents, those around us and nature 
too. It is also about valuing the people in our life and the things we have.

Let’s RememberLet’s Remember
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Back home with the learning! Let’s now learn with 
family.

FunFun
with Family

What I liked most about this lesson : 

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

I learnt that 

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

My Space My Space 
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Arrange and 
put things in 
their place.

Tell your family what you learnt in 
class and decide to work on keeping 
things neatly and putting them back 
in their place.

Ensure that everything has a marked 
place. For example, decide where the 
socks and combs need to be placed—in 
the drawer, dresser, etc.

You can earn a dollar when you or 
your family practises this. When 
anyone fails, you give the coin back 
to your parents/family members/
guardians.

The whole family can have a piggy 
bank and keep their coins in it.

At the end of the month, count the 
coins earned and donate the money 
for a good cause.

It begins with you. So, practise first 
and then gently request others to 
follow the same.

Have fun 
by working 
together; 
create 
organised 
routines.

Make a timetable for organising the 
things at home every weekend. 

It could be the things in the garden, 
your cupboard, kitchen, etc. 

Decide on one area per week and 
work together. This is fun and easy 
for everyone.

If everyone works together, each one 
in the family realises the efforts taken 
to clean and maintain the area. Each 
member will become more responsible 
in taking care of things.
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Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle

If you do not have sufficient place to 
keep your things, it most likely means 
you have an excess amount of things. 
It is time to reducereduce by donating.

Tear out the unused pages of your old 
notebooks, bind them and make new 
notebooks. This way, you are reusing.reusing. 
The next time you wish to purchase 
(anything), rethink. 

You may also visit second-hand storessecond-hand stores 
so that you reduce and reuse.

Recycle:Recycle: Create wealth out of waste, 
such as old newspapers. Make rugs 
using old clothes, with the help of an 
adult.

Video Time Watch this video of the book Respect 
& Take Care of Things. Read the book 
aloud.

https://youtu.be/OasbYWF4_
S8?si=Cg7iWvcJEbqjAMpi 

Some of the content sourced 
from: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6_2KuxfOJbY


