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Warm Up
1.  Can you think of a time when someone was kind to you? 	
      How did it make you feel?

2.  What is one small thing you can do today to make 	   	
       someone feel happy or cared for?

1
umbrella that opens for all 

Compassion is love and concern that Compassion is love and concern that 
translates into an act of helpingtranslates into an act of helping
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It was a rainy Monday morning. The sky was grey, and puddles 
formed all along the path outside Greenwood Primary School.

Students hurried in with umbrellas open and shoes splashing 
through the water.

Among them was Aiden, a quiet Primary 4 boy. He always 
carried an old blue umbrella — one that had belonged to his 
late grandmother. The handle was scratched, and one side of the 
fabric was torn, but it still worked fine.

As Aiden reached the school gate, he saw an elderly cleaner, 
Uncle Lim, trying to sweep the wet leaves that were blocking the 
drain. His shirt was soaked through, and his small umbrella lay 
broken beside the broom.

Without thinking twice, Aiden ran up to him.

“Uncle Lim, you’re getting wet! Here, use my umbrella,” said 
Aiden, holding it over the old man’s head.

Uncle Lim smiled weakly.

“Ah boy, thank you, but then you’ll get wet,” he said, still 
sweeping.



STUDENTS’ WORKBOOK  |  9

“It’s okay, Uncle. I can run to the porch — it’s not far!” Aiden 
replied cheerfully.

Uncle Lim hesitated, but Aiden stood firm, holding the umbrella 
above him.

“Please, Uncle. My grandmother used to say, ‘An umbrella is 
meant to cover others first.’”

Hearing that, Uncle Lim stopped sweeping. His eyes softened.

“Your grandma must have been a kind lady,” he said quietly.

Aiden grinned. “She said kindness is like rain — it falls on 
everyone.”

The bell rang, and Aiden dashed off through the rain. His hair 
and uniform were dripping wet, but he didn’t mind. He smiled 
all the way to class.

Later that day, during recess, the Principal made an 
announcement:

“Students, let’s thank Uncle Lim and others who keep our 
school clean every day. And a special thank you to one student 
who showed great kindness this morning.”

Everyone looked around curiously.

Aiden sank into his chair, a little embarrassed.

The next morning, when Aiden reached school, he found a 
surprise — a brand-new blue umbrella hanging on his desk. 
There was a note attached:

“Thank you, young man.

Your kindness kept me dry — and warmed my heart. 			 
									         — Uncle Lim”
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Aiden smiled. It wasn’t just an umbrella anymore — it was a 
circle of kindness, passed from one heart to another.

Kindness is love in action.

When we care for others without expecting rewards, we spread 
warmth — just like the umbrella that didn’t close. 

Think and Answer

1.	What made Aiden decide to help Uncle Lim even though it 
was raining heavily?

2.	How did Aiden’s small act of kindness make a big differ-
ence?

3.	What does Aiden’s grandmother’s saying mean: “An um-
brella is meant to cover others first”?

4.	Can you think of a time you helped someone without expect-
ing anything in return?
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Activity A: 
Begin at home

Explain how you can behave compassionately with your 
family members in the following situations.

1. �Your mother or guardian has a fever and finds it 
difficult to do the housework.

2. �Your elderly grandmother or grandfather is unable 
to walk properly.

3. �Your brother or sister has fractured a hand and 
cannot write or eat by themselves.

4. �Your father or guardian works very late every day 
and comes home tired.

Expand the circle of compassion to include the 
people in our lives — our friends and classmates, 
teachers, schoolmates, relatives, and others. Let us 
also show compassion towards animals, birds, and 
all living creatures.

When extending compassion to strangers, we must 
be careful. It is important to follow safety rules 
and consult your parents or a trusted adult before 
deciding to help someone you do not know.
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Activity B: 
Expand the circle of compassion

How can you show compassion in the following situation? 
Tick the right answer for each of the questions given below. 

1. �You scored highest in the class but your friend failed in a 
subject.

a) Celebrate your success and ignore your friend.          
b) �Break your friendship with your friend because          

he/she scored fewer marks.                                    
c) �Cheer up your friend and offer to help him/her         

with studies                                                           
2. �One of your classmates forgot to do his/her homework 

and asks for help from you.

a) Allow your friend to copy your work                          
b) Explain to him/her how to do the homework.             
c) Just ignore him/her and do nothing  

3.	 You are walking on the road and see a man lying on the 
side of the road. He is badly wounded and needs medical 
attention. No one else is trying to help the injured person.

a) You continue walking  
b) �You go to the wounded man and try carrying him  
c) �You request a shopkeeper in a nearby shop to call      

for an ambulance  
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4.	  A new teacher comes to your class. Your classmates 
are running around, shouting. The new teacher tries 
to settle the class, but no one is listening to her.

a) You ask your classmates to settle down  
b) �You sit quietly, but your classmates continue 

running around and shouting.  
c) �You ignore the new teacher and continue to run 

and shout  
5. �You see an injured kitten in front of your house. 

It is alone.

a) You shoo the kitten away  
b) �You ask your parents if you can help the kitten in 

any way  
c) �You leave the kitten where it is and continue with 

your work  

Extended Activity:Extended Activity: Research and find inspiring stories of 
compassion. You can ask your family members or search the 
internet. Share your story with your class.

Compassion is feeling love and concern for someone in trouble, and 
helping them in whatever way you can. Having compassion makes us 
better human beings.

Let’s RememberLet’s Remember



STUDENTS’ WORKBOOK  |  14

Discuss with your parents/family members/guardians 
and decide on three acts of compassion that you have 
done or can do as a family. Write them below.
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What I liked most about this lesson :
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I learnt that 
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My Space My Space 

FunFun
with Family


