2

THE BOY AND THE PUPPY

Warm Up

Discuss with your teacher how you would feel and
what you would do in these situations.

o A student you don't know is being bullied by
another student

o Two children are throwing stones at a puppy

» Your friend is crying

See with your eyes, feel with your heart
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A shop owner once placed a sign above his door that said
puppies for sale.

Signs like this always have a way of attracting young children
and to no surprise a boy saw the sign.

He and his mother approached the owner. The boy asked the
owner, “How much are you going to sell the puppies?”

The owner replied, “Anywhere from $30 to $50.”

The little boy pulled out some coins from his pocket.

He said, “I have $2.00. Can I please have a look at them?” The
shop owner smiled and showed him and his mother the puppies
down the aisle of the shop. He saw five cute puppies but one
puppy was lagging behind immediately. The little boy signalled
out the lagging limping puppy and asked,

“What's wrong with that little dog?”
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The shop owner explained that the veterinary doctor had
examined the little puppy and had discovered it didn't have a
hip socket. That's why it would always limp.

The little boy became excited he said that is the puppy he
wanted to buy.

The shop owner said, “No you don't want to buy that little dog! if
you really want him I will just give him to you.”

The little boy got quite upset. He looked straight into the
owner’s eyes and said,

“I don't want you to give him to me. That little dog is worth
every bit as much as all the other dogs and I'll pay full price. In
fact, I'll give you two dollars now and fifty cents a month until I
have him paid for.”

The shop owner said from behind the counter, “You really don't
want to buy this little dog. He will never be able to run and jump
and play with you like the other puppies. “

The little boy reached down rolled up his pant and revealed the
badly twisted crippled leg supported by a big metal brace and
he looked up at the shop owner.

He said, “Well I don't run so well myself and the little puppy
will need someone who understands.”

The shop owner leant over and realised the boy’s deep
understanding for the limp puppy. He took the boy’s two dollars
and let the boy take home the little puppy he chose.

Reference ttps://youtu.be/ mtFOEphPHY?si=PAdILORfA-94bYcE
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Think and Answer

I. Answer in a sentence.

1. How much was the shop owner selling the puppies?

2. Why did the shop owner want to give away the puppy that
the boy wanted?

3. How did the boy feel when the shop wanted to give away
the puppy for free?

Why is it important for us to have empathy?

Would you like to be an empathetic person? The first step is to
be observant of the emotions of people around you. Do they look
sad or happy? Do they look troubled or content?
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Let’s do some activities to see if we are good at finding out what
people are feeling.

Activity A:

Identify the Feeling

Your teacher will enact some emotions. Identify the
correct emotion.

You can show empathy towards someone who has a
problem or is in trouble by doing the following.

* Ask them if they want to share their problems with you

* Be kind to them. Listen to them quietly and with full attention
* Feel their problems as if they are your own

* Tell them you understand what they are going through

* Offer to help them

STUDENTS’ WORKBOOK | 19



Activity B:

Being Empathetic

Form groups with the help of your teacher. Each group
will be given a situation and you have to enact how you
would show empathy in the given situation.

1. Your mother has a severe headache and cannot
work at home.

2. You see two senior students bullying a junior
student during lunch break.

3. You are running a race. In the middle of the
race, you notice that the runner ahead of you
has fallen and is in pain.

4. A new student has joined your class. The
student stammers while talking.

5. One of your classmates is not very good at
speaking the language spoken in your mother-
tongue class. She makes many mistakes, which
sound very funny.

Let’'s Remember

Empathy is feeling what another person is going through.
Empathy makes us kind and caring people.

STUDENTS’ WORKBOOK | 20



What | liked most about this lesson:

1. Observe your parents/family members/guardians
every day. Practise showing empathy towards them if
they seem sad or troubled.

2. Discuss with them how we can show empathy in the
following situations.

a. You are walking on the road. A blind person is asking
for help to read the number on a public bus, but no one
is helping him.

b. You notice an injured pigeon near your house.

c. Your grandfather or grandmother is feeling lonely and
sad.

d. Your friend is crying.
e. You did not do well in your tests and are feeling sad.
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