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Warm Up
Discuss with your partner the following situation and tell 
your teacher your answer. 

May is a girl who studies in Primary 3. One day, she comes 
to school with untidy hair and dirty clothes. 

May’s classmates want to tell her that she looks untidy and 
dirty. Should they tell her the truth? What should they 
tell her?

A long time ago, in a faraway kingdom, there lived a king who 
was always grumpy. No matter what was done for him, he never 
felt happy. He would complain and blame this person and that 
person, and the palace was often filled with his angry voice.
One day, one of his ministers thought of an idea. “Maybe if 
the king hears about his future, he will cheer up,” the minister 
suggested. The king liked the idea at once. “Bring me the best 
astrologer in the land!” he summoned.

Say it true, say it nice!Say it true, say it nice!

10
The King and 

the Fortune Teller
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The Fortune teller came, carrying big scrolls filled with charts 
and numbers. He studied them for a long time, frowning and 
muttering to himself. Finally, he stood before the king. 

“Oh King,” the astrologer said slowly. “I must tell you the truth, 
even though it is not good news. According to the stars, you will 
live to see all your loved ones pass away before you. You will 
have a very sad life indeed.”
The king’s eyes widened in shock and was alarmed. Then his 
face turned red with anger. “How dare you speak such terrible 
things to me!” he shouted. Without another word, he ordered the 
astrologer to be thrown into prison.
Still feeling unsettled, the king decided to call for another 
astrologer. “Let us see what this one has to say,” he muttered.



STUDENTS’ WORKBOOK  |  77

The second Fortune teller carefully read the charts. His 
prediction was exactly the same as the first Fortune teller’s. But 
this Fortune teller was wise and thoughtful. He knew the truth 
must be spoken, but he also knew how to say it kindly.
So he smiled and said, “My Lord, you are truly blessed. You 
will live a long life, much longer than anyone else around you. 
You will be here to take care of your people and guide them for 
many, many years.”
The king’s face lit up with joy. “Ah! What a wonderful future I 
have!” he exclaimed. Pleased with the prediction, he rewarded 
the Fortune teller with gold and gifts.
From this story, we learn something very important:
We must always speak the truth — but we can choose words that 
are kind and pleasant. The truth may sometimes be difficult, but 
when spoken gently, it will not hurt others.
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Think and Answer
I. State true or false  						      True	     FalseI. State true or false  						      True	     False

a.	 �The king was a happy and cheerful person.

b.	�He sent out for the best doctor in the 				  
kingdom.

c.	 �The first astrologer predicted that the king 			 
would have a hard and difficult life.

d.	�The second astrologer told the king that 					  
he would die early.

e.	 �We must always speak the truth even 					   
if it is hurtful to others.

WORD WALL

Grumpy: Unhappy, in a bad mood

Fortune teller: A person who tells the future of another person by looking 
at the time and place of birth

Summoned: Ordered someone to be present

Muttering: say something in a low soft voice, when one is upset or 
irritated

Alarmed: Shocked 

Prediction: Telling about an event that might occur in the future
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II. Answer in a sentence.II. Answer in a sentence.

1. Why did the first Fortune teller’s prediction make the king 
angry?

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

2. Why was the second Fortune teller rewarded by the king?

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

3. �What should we remember before we decide to speak the 
truth?

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Tick the Answer you choose

1. Ahmad wants to be a goalkeeper in the football team. 
He can kick the ball far, but he is not quick enough to 
catch the ball in the net. How should his football coach tell 
Ahmad that he cannot be the goalkeeper?

a) “You are not a good goalkeeper.”

b) �“You can kick the ball far. You would make a great 
defender for the team. Why don’t you try being a 
defender instead of a goalkeeper?”

c) “Is this how you do goalkeeping? That’s terrible playing!”

Activity A: 
Choose the Best Truth
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2. �Your classmate asks you for your pencil. Though you 
have an extra pencil, you aren’t able to give it to her 
as another friend had asked you for it earlier. What 
do you tell your friend? 

a) You tell her you cannot give the pencil.
b) �You gently tell her that you had already promised to 

give it to another classmate.
c) �You ask her how she can forget to bring a pencil to 

school.

3.	 Devi just started learning music but is not very good 
at it. She sings a song before Johnathan and asks for 
his feedback. What is the correct way for Johnathan 
to respond?

a) “Devi, you are the next Delta Goodrem!”
b) “Devi, you are horrible. Quit singing!”
c) �“Devi, wow! You are melodious and have shown great 

improvement in the last one month.”

Ah Seng, the gardener, broke a plant pot while 
gardening. How should Mei Ling, the child who has seen 
this, convey the news to her mother. 
a) �“Ah Seng is very careless. He broke the plant pot.”
b) �“Mum, let’s ask Simone to leave, as this is not 

the first time she has broken something. He is so 
careless!”

c) �“Ah Seng is very good at his work. But sometimes 
mistakes happen with everyone.”
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Get into pairs. Your teacher will give your team a 
situation in which the truth is very harsh. Enact the 
conversation to show how the truth can be told in a 
pleasant manner.

Activity B: 
Role Play

Whenever we face a situation that requires us to speak the truth, we 
must always choose the truth. But we must think carefully as to how 
we can say it so that we do not hurt the other person’s feelings.

Let’s RememberLet’s Remember

What I liked most about this lesson:  

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������. 
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 

I learnt that  

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������. 
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

My Space My Space 
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Have a discussion with your family members on how 
you can tell the truth without hurting anyone in the 
situations given here. Your parents can come up with 
more situations in which they feel you can speak the 
truth in a pleasant manner.

1. �Your mother/guardian prepares a dish for 
breakfast that you do not like. What would you tell 
her? 

2. �Your grandparents/guardians want you to stay 
with them for some days. You don’t want to stay 
with them, but you don’t want to hurt them as 
well. How would you tell them what you feel? 

3. �Your relative buys you an outfit. You do not like 
it, but your relative asks you if you like it. What 
would you tell them?

FunFun
with Family


