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THE LION AND THE MOUSE

Warm Up

Which is your favourite wild animal? ..........................
What do you like about this animal? ..........................

It’s cool to show respect.

Being Kind remains the latest style!

Once there lived a mighty lion in a faraway jungle. Everyone
in the jungle respected the lion king for his power and
strength. The huge elephants were careful around him and
the crocodiles stayed away when the lion king came to drink
water from the pond.

One day, the lion was resting under a tree. As he was about to
doze off, he felt something tickling his nose. He opened his eyes
to see a mouse scampering near his face.
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The lion angrily lifted his paw to crush the mouse. But the
mouse jumped down, stood respectfully in front of the lion

and said, “O King, I’'m sorry. I was just running through the
long grass and did not see you sleeping here. I did not mean to
disturb your sleep. Please forgive me.”

The king laughed and said, “Little fellow, I am letting you go as
you are very polite. Go, go, run.”

“Oh, thank you, thank you,” said the mouse. “I only hope that
one day I may be of service to Your Majesty.”

The king laughed again, for how could a little mouse help a
mighty king!

Weeks went by. Once the lion king went out on a midnight stroll.
Suddenly, he fell into a pit made by poachers. The lion tried to
get out, but he was tangled in a net. The more he struggled, the
more entangled he was.

It was almost morning and the lion had given up hope, when
he heard a little voice. “O King,” it said. “At last, I may be of
service to you.”

The lion saw the little mouse peeking from above. “Dear mouse,
I am grateful for your helpful words, but I am afraid that there is
nothing you can do. My limbs are caught in this net. Very soon,
the sun will rise and the humans will come to kill me.”
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“You underestimate the might of a mouse,” said the loyal mouse.
He called his wife and children, and together they gnawed
through the net. Very soon, the lion shook the net free and
jumped out of the pit.

The grateful lion thanked the mouse. He respectfully saluted the
mouse and went his way.

. The mighty lion king now learnt that one should respect
everyone, no matter how small or insignificant they seem. The
respect that the mouse showed the lion had saved his life. In the
same way, the respect the lion showed the mouse saved the lion
king’s life.

So, we should respect everyone, no matter how big or small they
might be, because sometimes the smallest among us have an
advantage over the mighty and the strong.

WORD WALL

Scamper: Run quickly

Underestimate: Consider something lesser than it actually is
Tangled/entangled: Caught in

Peek: Look at someone or something

Gnaw: Bite or chew something repeatedly
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Think and Answer

I. Answer in a sentence or two.

1. Why did all the animals of the forest respect the lion?

Respect means treating people with regard and consideration.
We show respect for others because we believe that they have
worth and should be treated with dignity.

Hence we can say that showing respect is a way of valuing
others’ abilities or talents. Let us respect everyone, irrespective
of their appearance and capabilities.
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Activity A:

Complete the sentences

Summarise what you have learnt about respect by filling

the blanks.

1. Showing respect is a way of ................. others’ abilities.
2. 2. Respect means ................. others with ............

3.We should respect everyone, no matter how ........... or

........... they might be.

4. Sometimes the smallest of those amongst us have an
advantage over the ................... and the strong.

Helping words:

small, mighty, recognizing, treating, big, dignity

Activity B:
Why respect?

Do this activity in pairs. Your teacher will give
each pair a profession or a professional type. Each
pair has to explain what would happen to us if that
particular professional refused to work.

plumber, teacher, waste collector, electrician,
carpenter,domestic help, school nurse,
construction worker, car mechanic, doctor
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Every profession is equally important because everyone
contributes to the betterment of life in society. Whether it’s a
carpenter, plumber, mason, barber, house help, garbage cleaner,
mechanic, teacher, doctor or an actor, every professional and
everytype of work is necessary for society. Can we build our
own house? Can we do the work of an electrician or a plumber?
Can we repair our own vehicle? All these professionals do their
jobs effortlessly because it is their field of expertise (skill).
Therefore, every profession should be given due respect and
appreciated.

Having equal respect for all jobs is called ‘dignity of labour’.

Here are some ways in which we can show respect to the people
in our lives.

1. Be courteous to workers, cooks and house
help. Say ‘thank you’.

2. Thank the deliveryman when something is
delivered at your doorstep.

3. Thank the cleaners who clean the toilets at
school and those who collect garbage.

4. Greet the traffic crossing attendants your
school.

5. Be kind to plumbers, cleaners, gardeners and

barbers. Thank them for all their hard work.

6. Be thankful to the doctors, nurses who take
care of you when you are sick.

7. Be respectful to teachers
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Activity C:

Role Play

Form groups with the help of your teacher. Each
group will be given a situation o enact. Discuss in
your groups whether or not respect was shown in the
situation and why you think so. Share your answers

with your teacher.

Let's Remember

When we behave in a respectful way towards others, we show care
and concern for them. Respect can be shown by being polite, helpful
and understanding. Everyone deserves respect, irrespective of their

profession, position or status.

What | liked most about this lesson:
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Discuss with your family and write down how you
can show respect to the people mentioned here.

Example:

Parents/family members/guardians: by obeying what
they say

.
Lo ELARYS: eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeserevsessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnnn
.
2. Friends:
,
‘Brothers/Sisters:
Teachers:
,

Domestic Helpers :

6. Earth:

7. The things that belong to us (books, table,
CLOTIES, CTC.): weeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeesessusssssssssessssssssssssssssssnnes
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