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LIAM’S QUEST

Nothing in this world is useless

Warm Up

Have you ever seen things, at home or outside, that you
feel are useless?

What are they?
What do you do with them?

. Are there really things that are completely useless?

Today was a beautiful sunny day and Mrs Lata decide conduct
her class outside. She walked the class
to the nearby reserve. Liam followed
reluctantly. He wasn’t able to help his
friend in working out a maths problem
earlier that day and felt he wasn’t good at
anything.

“I’'m useless”, he thought.
She set the task to the grade 3 children.

The teacher asked the children to bring
her a few dry leaves that were of no use to anyone in the reserve.

The children set out excitedly. Liam walked out on his own
thinking about this task “This will be easy!”, He thought and a
little bit of energy came into his step.
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In a little while, Liam found a
pile of leaves under a tree. Just as
he bent to take some dry leaves,

8l a sparrow swooped down and

i picked two leaves in its beak.

It said, “Please do not take these
dry leaves. I need them to build
= my nest.”

So, Liam walked away. Later,

as Liam walked to the small

duck pond. He saw a dry leaf
floating on a pond. He was happy and ran to pick it up. But, to his
disappointment, he saw an ant using the leaf as a boat and floating
on the pond.

Liam was sad. But he wanted to
try again. He walked right across
the other side closer to the school
oval fence. Near the fence he saw
some senior school students. Liam
noticed them gathering some dry
leaves. He ran to them and asked,
“Hey guys, can you please give
me some dry leaves?

They replied, “Sorry, we are going to need all these that are here
for our Eco Art project. The whole class are using these leaves to
make different forms of art pieces so we will need them all.”

It was getting late, and Liam had not found even one dry leaf that
was useless. He went back to Mrs Lata and said, “Sorry teacher,

I could not find a single dry leaf that was useless. Everything had
a use and was needed by someone or the other.”
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The wise teacher replied, “Liam, this is what I wanted to teach you
all today. No object in this world is useless. Everything has a use.”

Liam looked at his teacher and smiled.

Think and Answer

1) Answer in a sentence

a. What did the wise teacher ask her student to do?
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Activity A:

Something from Everything

With the help of your teacher, match the items in Column A
to their use in Column B. The first one has been done for you.

Column A Column B
“-—-_..L a
Coconut husk Manure
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o e, F-i_——"'
Fruit and vegetable peels Paper bags
Gk, &
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Cow dung Watering plants

S

==

Broken twigs

e
E'lu.l“

Vessel scrub
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o
Old newspaper Firewood

Dried leaves

&

Waste water

STUDENTS’ WORKBOOK | 97




Activity B:

Let's Make Paper Cones

Follow your teacher’s instructions and make an ice cream
cone from old newspapers. Each time you sharpen your
pencil, put the pencil shaves in the cone. Later, empty
the cone in the dustbin. Reuse the cone until it tears.

Items required: old newspapers, glue

Let's Remember

Everything in the world has a use. Nothing is useless.
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Do you want to reduce the waste that goes into your
dustbin? Would you [ike to make the best use of some of
the old things lying at home?

Here are two things you can do with the help of your
parents/family members/guardians.

1. Sock Storage: @—\1 Y 9
Ask your parents £ - Lol

for an unused old

sock. You can ) .

use it to store = A
your pencils, 3

erasers or small _ﬁ
toys. Tie up the S -5
open end of the | 2 -

sock and put it in = .w

your cupboard.

2. Mini Compost
Bin: Let’s make
a compost bin
using waste
materials at
home and help
plants grow tall
and strong.
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Materials needed to form compost

Green: vegetable peels and skins, used tea leaves, coffee
decoction

Brown: dried leaves, toilet tissue rolls, old newspapers,
cardboard, small cartons

Blue: water
White: air

Step 1: Take a big, clear plastic bottle. Cut out the
upper part, as given in the picture. Take the lower
part and punch holes in it, as shown. The holes will
allow the white material (air) to flow through the
bottle.

Step 2: Put stones at the bottom.
Step 3: Put three tablespoons of soil.
Step 4: Then put a handful of green and a handful of

brown materials.

Step 5: Repeat Steps 3 and 4 till the bottle fills up. The
top-most layer should be of soil.

Step 6: Sprinkle the blue material - water - on the soil
to make it wet, but let it not be too wet.

Step 7: Keep the Mini Compost Bin in a sunny place.
Sprinkle water if the soil is dry.

‘Watch the compost bin regularly. Every Sunday, you
can make a note of the changes that happen as the
waste turns into compost (in the table below). It takes
around 8 weeks for the compost to form completely.
Once it is ready, you can add it to the soil where your
plants grow.
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Week Date Changes in my compost bin

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Week 8
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