NATIONAL

SYMBOLS OF SINGAPORE

Our National Symbols represent our core Human Values

Main Value: Patriotism
Sub-value: National symbols, national anthem, national song

Value Description: Patriotism means love for one’s country.
It is a manifestation of the universal human value, love.
Patriotism has been included in the curriculum as a separate
main value even though it is a part of the human value, love
because there is a dire need to inculcate in students the right
understanding and application of this value. Patriotism is
love for the country that translates into constructive nation
building.

Learning about national symbols and singing the national
anthem are ways in which we can kindle patriotism in
children. National symbols have been created with the
purpose of uniting people with common ideals, goals, values
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or history using visual, iconic or verbal representations.
Learning symbols will give students an idea of our nation’s
values and our national assets. It will also enable students to
develop pride in our country. Students are to be taught the
national anthem along with the meaning.

Number of Sessions: 2

Learning Objective: To enable students to get acquainted
with the national symbols and what they stand for, and sing
the national anthem.

Learning Outcomes: At the end of the lesson students will
be able to

(a) List the national symbols covered in the lesson

(b) Mention important details about each of these national
symbols

(c) Explain the value or values that each symbol represents

(d) Sing the national anthem

Teacher’s Notes: Begin the session with 1 minute silent
sitting.
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Teacher’s Notes

a. Show the images and ask the children if they know the
meanings of the signs and symbols. For example: A raised
palm is the symbol for stop. The index finger on the lips
means ‘quiet please’. Traffic lights signify these: red to stop,
green to go and yellow to slow down.

b. This activity will help the children get a clearer
understanding of symbols.

c. Explain what a symbol is. It is an image or a sign that stands
for something or explains something.

d. Gradually lead the conversation to national symbols. Tell
the children that there are many countries in the world and
every country has its own national symbol(s).
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national symbols. The
national colours for
Singapore are red and
white. The red is a symbol
of universal brotherhood
and the equality of man.
The white represents
pervading and everlasting
purity and virtue."
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Teacher’'s Notes

Ask the children:
a. What are Singapore’s national colours?
b. What is red a symbol of?
c. What is white a symbol of?

d. When do Singaporeans wear red and white?

"We also have a national flower, Vanda Miss Joaquim
(pronounced Joe-ah-Kim)" continued Miss Nathan.

"It thrives in Singapore's hot and humid climate, which makes

it a fitting symbol of resilience, determination, and strength-
qualities that reflect the Singapore spirit. It is also a local
creation that represents Singapore's homegrown achievements
and self-reliance. And as Orchids in general are associated with
beauty, elegance, and perseverance, it makes for an excellent
emblem for the nation."

Teacher’s Notes
Ask the children:

a. Which is Singapore’s national flower?

b. What is the colour of Singapore’s national flower?
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Miss Ellis said, "There are
many famous landmarks in
the world, like the Eiffel
Tower and the Statue of
Liberty. Can you guess what
is one iconic symbol of
Singapore? It is the Merlion.
The Merlion has the head
of a lion and the body of a
fish, and it represents Singapore’s origins as a fishing village, as
well as its name, which means ‘Lion City. The Merlion is a proud
symbol of Singapore's heritage and identity, and many people
visit the statue near Marina Bay to take photos and learn about
its story.”

Teacher’s Notes
Ask the children:

a. What is one of the most famous symbols of Singapore?

b. What do the fish body and lion head of the Merlion
represent?

c. What does the name ‘Singapura’ mean?

*
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Then Miss Ellis said, "Let's look at the Singapore flag. It has two
horizontal halves—red on the top and white on the bottom. The
red stands for universal brotherhood and equality, while the
white represents purity and virtue. On the red half, there is a
white crescent moon and five white stars. The crescent moon
represents a young nation on the rise, and the five stars stand
for democracy, peace, progress, justice, and equality.”
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Teacher’s Notes
Ask the children:
a. What colours can you see on the Singapore flag?

b. What do the crescent moon and five stars on the flag
represent?

c. What do the red and white colours of the flag stand for?

Miss Ellis continued - "We also have another important national
symbol in Singapore-the Lion Head symbol. It was introduced
as a way to represent Singapore in a
simple and recognisable form. The Lion
Head symbolises courage, strength,
and excellence. It is shown in solid red
against a white background-the same
colours as the National Flag.

The lion's mane has five partings
that represent the same five ideals
embodied in the five stars of the
National Flag: democracy, peace,

)
progress, justice, and equality. The lion's tenacious mien
symbolises the nation's single-minded resolve to face and

overcome any challenges. It also reflects the country's original
name, Singapura, which means 'Lion City."

Teacher’s Notes
Ask the children:

a. What colours are used in the Lion Head symbol?
b. What do the five partings in the lion’s mane represent?

c. What does the lion’s strong expression tell us about
Singapore?
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"Singapore's Coat of Arms is the national emblem. It shows a
lion and a tiger holding a red shield with a white crescent moon
and five white stars. The lion represents Singapore itself, while
the tiger symbolises Singapore's historical connections with
Malaysia. The shield shows the same symbols as the national
flag-the crescent moon for a young nation on the rise, and the
five stars representing democracy, peace, progress, justice, and
equality. Below the shield is a banner with the words ‘Majulah
Singapura, which means '‘Onward Singapore’-a reminder of the
country's spirit to always move forward.”

Teacher’s Notes
Ask the children:
a. What is Singapore’s national emblem?
b. Which two animals are on the Coat of Arms?
c. What do the lion and tiger represent?
d. What is shown on the shield of the Coat of Arms?
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Activities After Storytelling

1. Group activities

Divide the children into groups and encourage them to do the
following activities. The activities can be rotated across the
groups to identify how each child reacts to the learning and
figure out the best approach for each child.

a. Draw/colour pictures of the Singapore flag, Vanda Miss
Joaquim, the Merlion, the Lion Head symbol, and children
dressed in red and white.

b. Fit the pieces of a jigsaw puzzle to complete the images
mentioned above.

c. Connect the dots to reveal the images mentioned above.

2. Whole class activity

Encourage the children to talk about the different symbols in
: their own words.own words.

3. Think Tank
a. Share and discuss more information on national symbols.
b. Encourage the children to sing the national anthem.

}' Learning %

with Family_

Parents/family members/guardians can discuss with their
children other national symbols such as our national pledge.
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