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MOHAMMAD LEARNS HOW TO LOVE HIS COUNTRY

6
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COUNTRY

Main Value: Patriotism

Sub-value: Patriotism as love and respect for one’s country in 
thought, feeling and action

Value Description: Patriotism means love for one’s country. 
It is a manifestation of the universal human value, love. 
Patriotism has been included in the curriculum as a separate 
main value even though it is a part of the human value, Love 
because there is a dire need to inculcate in students the right 
understanding and application of this value. Patriotism is 
love for the country that translates into constructive nation 
building.
Understanding one’s relationship to one’s country, 
developing love for one’s country and showing this love in 
action is patriotism. Sowing the seeds of patriotism at this 
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Teacher’s Notes
Start the session by showing a map of Singapore. Make it an interactive
session. This way, you can understand how much children know about 
our country, Singapore. You can also show them colourful pictures of our
country.

age will give children a sense of belonging. Making them 
understand that one can show love for the country by taking 
care of it. This will lay the foundation for good citizenship.

Number of Sessions: 2

Learning Objective: To enable students to understand 
the concept of patriotism as showing love for the country 
by taking care of its resources and helping its people in 
whichever capacity possible.

Learning Outcomes: At the end of the lesson students will 
be able to
(a) Define patriotism and patriot.
(b) �Identify ways in which citizens contribute to nation 

building.
(c) �Suggest ways in which they can be a part of nation 

building.
(d) Colour the national flag.
(e) Sing a patriotic song.
(f) State their home address.

Note: Begin the session with 1 minute silent sitting.



TEACHERS’ HANDBOOK  |  3

Once upon a time, there was a kindergarten near Sunshine MRT 
station. One day, the teacher of the school came to class. She 
was very happy to see the students.
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A few children were colouring the national flag of Singapore. One 
group practised singing the national anthem. Another group were 
marching in step, shoulder to shoulder. The rest were rehearsing 
songs and dances to perform at National Day celebration in 
School. 

The teacher saw that Mohammad was sitting all alone. She 
asked him why he was not with his friends. Mohammad 
replied, “Teacher, I cannot sing or dance for National Day. I 
feel as if I cannot do anything for my country.” The teacher 
immediately said, “No, no, Mohammad, that is not true. 
Everybody can do something or the other for their country.”

Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children: 
1. Why was Mohammad sitting alone?
2. What did the teacher tell Mohammad?

Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children: 
1. Why was the teacher happy?
2. What were the students doing?

The teacher wanted the
children to understand the
true meaning of loving one’s
country. She asked all the
children to stand around 
her.
Then she asked them, 
“Children, do you know the 
meaning of patriotism?”
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In a loud chorus, the children replied, “Patriotism means to love 
and protect our country!”
The teacher was very happy. “Very good,” she said. She then 
asked, “Now can you tell me who protects our country?”
Ahmad raised his hand and said, “Teacher, the army protects the 
country.” 
Olly said, “Even the air force protects the country.”
“The navy also protects the country with many big ships,” said 
Tia. 
The teacher nodded and said, “You all have replied correctly. But 
think a bit more. Do only these people protect the country? Is it 

only the army, air force and navy that protect the country?”
The children looked at each other for clues.
The teacher said, “Children, I’m sure you have seen doctors who 
protect and treat the sick, athletes who represent our country 
in games like Olympics and the uncles and aunties that help keep 
our hawker centres clean.” 

Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children:
1.	 Have you been to a doctor when you were ill? 
2.	 Have you seen some athletes wear the Singapore flag on their  	

jersey when they run at games? 
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The teacher continued, “So, anyone who acts to save, protect 
or do good for the country is a patriot. It could be the street 
cleaner who keeps the streets neat or it could even be you who 
ensures to not litter on the road.” 
Mohammad was very happy hearing this. Now he knew he too 
could show his love for the country. 

Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children: 
1. What is patriotism?
2. Who is a true patriot?
3. Give examples of true patriots.

The next day, Mohammad reached 
the school well ahead of time. He 
went straight to the playground 
and started picking up all the 
litter lying around. He collected 
them in a garbage bag and kept 
the bag near the dustbin.
The teacher saw Mohammad and 
asked, “Mohammad, what are you 
doing?”
A happy Mohammad replied, 
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Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children: 
1. What did Mohammad do the next day?
2. What did the teacher ask Mohammad?
3. What did Mohammad answer?
4. Why was the teacher happy with Mohammad?

“Teacher, yesterday I heard what 
you said on being a true patriot.
I was inspired by the idea that 
even simple things done to protect 
and care for the country show our 
patriotism. I cannot sing or dance. 
So, I thought I could show my care 
for the country by cleaning the 
playground where the flag will be 
hoisted on National Day. 
The teacher was very happy and gave 
Mohammad a high five.
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Activity Time
a.	 Draw pictures of national flag, national flower and national fruit 

on sheets of paper. Give a sheet to each child. 
b.	 Encourage the children to colour the pictures.
c.	 Encourage children to share their ideas on how they can be 

patriotic 
d.	 Sing National Day songs together 

a.	 Parents/family members/guardians can share their knowledge of 
Singapore using pictures 

b.	 They can discuss National Day and why it is remembered

c.	 Parents/family members/guardians can teach the children to 
remember their home address by taking them on a drive/walk

Learning

with Family
Learning


