"ALWAYS SAY
THE TRUTH:

JEREMY AND THE SNAKE

Main Value: Truth

Sub-value: Truthfulness

Value Description: The main value truth is one of the
universal human values. It is a wide-ranging basic human value
that includes interpretations and manifestations of truth at
individual, society and universal levels. The purpose of this
value is to introduce students to different aspects and forms of
truth, the purpose of being on the path of truth, and to stand
up for truth at all times.

Making students understand that speaking the truth in terms
of telling facts as they are. At this age children tend to use

their imagination and tell things that aren’t fact. They do not
understand the thin line between telling stories and telling lies.
So the teacher needs to help students differentiate between
imagination and facts. The teacher also covers the importance
of speaking the truth and the consequences of lying — speaking
truth builds trust and speaking lies breaks trust.
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Number of Sessions: 2

Learning Objective: To enable students to understand the
importance of speaking the truth.

Learning Outcomes: At the end of the lesson students will
be able to

(a) Narrate the story

(b) Give reasons why it is important to speak the truth

(c) Sing rhymes with truth as the theme

Note: Begin the session with 1 minute silent sitting.

Teacher’s Notes

A. Ask the children:
Do you like playing in the playground with your friends?
Who do you ask for help when you are at home?
Who do you ask for help when you start going to school?

B. Give a brief description on the roles and duties of a teacher. You can
use illustrations to help you.
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Once upon a time, there lived a boy named Jeremy. He loved to
play. He did not like to follow the rules and liked to trick those
around him. One day, Jeremy decided to scare the teacher at
his pre-school.

Jeremy said, "Everyone look! There is a giant snake in the
playground, it's coming near me!"

Teacher’s Notes

- Ask the children:
1. What was the boy’s name?
2. What did he like doing?
3. What was in the playground?

This way, you can check if children are listening and understanding.

The teachers ran to help the boy,
but they found no snake. Jeremy
laughed loudly and said, "Hahaha! I
tricked you all!"

One of the fteachers said, "Jeremy, it's wrong to lie. You must
always speak the truth. Next time, when you really see a snake,
we may not be there to help you. So, do not lie again."
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Teacher’s Notes

A. Ask the children:
1. What did Jeremy do?
2. What did the teacher say?
3. Do you all know what a snake is?
4. What does a snake look like?

B. Project an image of a snake and talk about snakes.

The very next day, when Jeremy was playing, he saw a snake
from the nearby bush. The snake also saw Jeremy and slowly
slithered towards him.

Jeremy started shouting, "Someone please help me! There is a
snake trying to bite me! Please help mel!"

Teacher’s Notes: Change your voice as required. Use a frightened voice.
You can even project a picture of a boy and a snake. This way you can
hold the focus of the children and make them curious to know more.

TEACHERS’ HANDBOOK | 4



A teacher said, This boy has been trying to trick us every day. Let
us not go today. J eremr kept shouting, "Somebody please help me.
I'm not lying, please help me!"

. Teacher’s Notes

A. Ask the children:

What did Jeremy do?

Did the teacher believe Jeremy?

Why didn’t the teacher believe Jeremy?

How does a snake move? Teacher mimes the
movement of a snake and children invited to follow.

A

Suddenly, another teacher saw the snake at a distance. It was
slowly moving fowards Jeremy. They immediately called the snake
catcher to come and safely remove the snake. Thus, Jeremy was
saved.

Then one of the teachers said to Jeremy, "We told you so many
times not to lie but you never listened. Today, a snake really came.
You would have been in trouble if we had not come. Hope you have
understood why you must not lie. I am sorry. I will never lie again,
said Jeremy. He had learnt his lesson."
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Teacher’s Notes

A. Ask the children:
1. What lesson did Jeremy learn?
2. Why should we tell the truth?

In groups:

a. Draw a snake on a few sheets of paper. Ask the children to
colour in the snake. Ask what sounds and movements they make

TEACHERS’ HANDBOOK | 6



b. Ask another group to arrange story cards in sequence or fit
the pieces of a jigsaw puzzle. The teacher will have to pre-make
the cards before coming to the classroom.

c. Let another group do a 'spot the differences' activity, a maze
game, or a ‘connect the dots’ puzzle.

d. Encourage children to sing rhymes on truth, such as "Johnny
Johnny'.

In a common set-up without groups:

a. Encourage children to retell the story of Jeremy and the
snake in their own words.

b. Identify and appreciate children's imagination and accurate
recollection of the story.

c. Share your knowledge about wild animals and domestic animals.

a. Parents/family members/guardians can take their children to
the zoo or show them a video on snakes. This can be followed
by a discussion on non-venomous and venomous snakes.

b. We must practice what we preach. Parents/family members/
guardians are requested to follow the moral of speaking the
truth because children observe adults and learn from them.
This way, children can learn easily.
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