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NATIONAL FESTIVALS

Many festivals, One Singapore

Warm Up

We Celebrate Together,
We Love Singapore! ¥
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Point out from this picture the festival that you celebrate
at home?

what is the name of that festival?
What do you do on that day?

Name one festival that all of Singapore celebrates
together?
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When is your birthday? Write it here..
Say together as one voice...
"Happy Birthday Singapore!"

Singapore is our home.
People from different races and religions live together happily.
When we celebrate festivals, we also show our love for Singapore.

Let us learn how we celebrate together as one Singapore. Before
we begin, pick the colours present in the Singapore flag.

Have you picked the right colours? ok, Now, Colour this flag?

Singapore Natienal Day: Coloaring The Singopere Flag
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When do we see lots and lots of Singapore Flags all over
Singapore? Select the month.

Yes, you have answered right. Singapore's most important festival
is in the month of August. We celebrate National Day on 9th
August.

National Day is Singapore’s birthday.
On this day:

== We sing the National Anthem
== We say the Pledge

== We wave the Singapore flag

== We watch fireworks

We celebrate National Day to show our love for our country.
"I love Singapore!"
We take care of our country and help one another.

We wear red and white proudly.
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Another big festival in Singapore is the Chinese New Year. It

is celebrated in one of the new moon day that falls between
mid-January and mid-February. The date keeps changing every
year because the date is based on the moon's phase as per the
Chinese Lunar Calendar.

Chinese New Year is celebrated by Chinese families.

During Chinese New Year:

& TFamilies meet and eat together

& Children receive Ang Bao (Red packet with $8) from elders
& Lion dances bring joy

& Families decorate their homes with red lanterns
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Friends from all races visit and celebrate together. Eventhough
it is Chinese New Year, all races in Singapore say to one another
"Gong Xi Fa Zai" because Singapore is one big family.

Yet another huge festival that we in Singapore celebrate is called
Deepavali - The Festival of Light. Just like Chinese New year
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it is also celebrated as per the moon's phase. Hindus all over

the world celebrate Deepavali festival. It falls on a new moon
day that occurs between mid-October and mid-November as per
Hindu Lunar Calendar. Deepawali marks the victory of light over
darkness.

During Deepavali:
Homes are decorated with lights
Families draw colourful rangoli

People wear new clothes
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Families share sweets
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Friends from different races celebrate together. They greet one
another with saying - Happy Deepawali! Let Your Light Shine.
The lights of Deepavali remind us to spread the light of happiness
in Singapore.
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Another big celebration in Singapore is Hari Raya Puasa — The
festival to share and care. Hari Raya Puasa is celebrated by
Malay Muslims in the month of March. The date change every

year because this is also based on the moon's phase.
During Hari Raya:

Families wear beautiful clothes

People visit family and friends

They share delicious food

They ask for forgiveness

' FHare Raya
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Friends from all races join in this celebration to show care,
kindness and harmony in Singapore.
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Yet another religious festival that Singapore celebrates is called

Vesak Day. This festival is celebrated by Buddhists. This day
marks three important events in the life of Lord Buddha:
1. His Birth, 2. His enlightenment, 3. His passing away.

Vesak Day is a special day for Buddhists. This festival falls in the
full moon day in the month of May. On this day, people remember

peace, kindness, and compassion.
During Vesak Day

Visit temples
Pray and meditate

Help the poor and needy
Do kind deeds

. Happy Vesak Day b

Be Kind. Ba Compassionate. Bring Peace to AL
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Being kind and gentle, doing charity, helping the poor is the
key elements of Vesak Day celebration. This festival also brings
together all the people of Singapore.

The fifth big national celebration in Singapore is Christmas. This
falls on the 25th December. The date remains the same every
year just like National Day of Singapore is on 9th August. This
is also the season for sharing joy with one another. Christmas is
celebrated by Christians.

During Christmas:

#  People decorate Christmas trees

7 Families exchange gifts

#  People sing songs

7  Iriends celebrate together

Christmas teaches us to share, care and give. These values make
Singapore a happy place.
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WORD WALL

Celebrate: make something a memorable event

Moon's phase: the different shapes of the moon that we see at different days
of the month

Lunar calendar: a calendar whose months record the cycles of the moon's

phases
Think and Answer
Match the festival to the people
; 1. National Day a.Buddhist
2. Chinese New Year  b.All of Singapore
3. Christmas c.Hindus
4. Deepawali d.Muslims
5. Vesak Day e.Christians

6. Hari Raya Puasa f.Chinese

STUDENTS’ WORKBOOK | 115



Activity A:

Select all the festivals that My Family Festivals
you celebrate.

A 1. National Day
| Year
Puasa

Activity B:

Sounds & Symbols 1

Select the symbol connected to its festival.

1. Lion Dance/Fire Crackers a. Hari Raya

2. Singapore flag/Red and White  [b. Deepavali
dress R

3. Christmas tree/Snow C. Chinese New Year
4. Lotus/Lanterns d. Christmas

5. Lights/Fire works e. National Day

6. Crescent moon/Fasting f. Vesak Day
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National Day, red and white,
Fireworks shining in the night. ==

Chinese New Year, drums go wd,
Lion dances cheer the crowd.
Deepawali lights shining bright,
Little lamps glow in the night.

Hari Raya, hearts so kind,

Visiting friends, joy we find.
Christmas bells ring far and near,
Sharing love and festive cheer. 4

Vesak Day so calm and bright,
Be kind, gentle, do what's right.  TT

Different festivals, one big way,

We celebrate together every day.
Many cultures, hand in hand,

Happy people, one Singapore land! ==
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Let's Remember

When we respect all festivals,
we become good citizens and kind friends.

We are different, but we are one.
We love our festivals. We love Singapore.

Parents to discuss with children about:

Which festivals they (ike of all the festivals
‘What they do during those festivals
‘What food they eat or clothes they wear

Answsers for Think and answer - 1b, 21, 3e, 4c, >a, 6d
Answers for Activity B - 1c, 2e, 3d, 44, 5b, 6a
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