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Warm Up
Circle the thing or things that you would like to have

What do you do to get the things you like? Discuss with 
your teacher.

It is wrong to take someone’s things 
without their permission

12
The Thief’s Last Wish
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Now let us read a story of a thief.Now let us read a story of a thief.

Once upon a time, there lived a clever thief. For five years, he 
stole gold and jewellery from many houses, but he never got 
caught. One day, the thief stole two sacks of gold from the king’s 
treasury. 

The angry king told his minister, “Find the thief! I will teach him 
a lesson” 

The minister searched the whole kingdom and finally caught 
the thief. The people danced with joy on hearing this.

The minister brought the clever 
thief to the city square in 
handcuffs. All the people came 
there to see the thief. 

Before taking him to jail, the 
minister asked the thief if he 
had any wish. The thief said, 
“Yes, I wish to speak to all the 
children of this kingdom.” 
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Everyone was surprised. The children of the kingdom came and 
stood in front of the thief.

The thief said, “Dear children, I started stealing when I was very 
young. At first, I stole small things like food and toys. No one told 
me it was wrong. As I grew older, I started stealing money and still 
no one corrected me. Over time, stealing became a habit and then 
it became my work.” 

The people and the children listened quietly. 

The thief continued, “My little friends, do not take anything that 
belongs to another person without asking them. This small act of 
stealing can lead to bigger wrongs, and you may end up like me.” 

Upon hearing the words of the thief, the minister and the king 
decided to give the thief a second chance, for being a good role 
model for the children and correcting his mistakes.

WORD WALL

Treasury: A place where the king’s wealth is stored

City square: An open public space in the city
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1)  Write ‘yes’ or ‘no’ in the blanks.1)  Write ‘yes’ or ‘no’ in the blanks.
a) � The thief stole from the king’s treasury.......
b) � The king sent his minister to invite the thief for a feast.......
c) � The thief caught the minister and brought him to the city 

square.......
d) � The thief’s message to the children was: do not steal as it will 

become a habit.......
e) � If stealing becomes our habit, we will get happiness.......
f) � Taking someone’s things with their permission is stealing.......

2)  Answer the following questions. 2)  Answer the following questions. 

a) � What was the thief ’s message for the children of the 
kingdom?�����������������������������������������������������������������������������

b) � Have you ever taken or used another person’s things 
without asking for their permission? �����������������������������������

Activity A: 
Talking Pictures 

Look at the picture 
story below. Discuss 
what happens in the 
story with your partner. 

Think and Answer
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Activity B: 
May I please?

Roger likes Harry’s 
new pencil. He 
wants to use it. 

a)  �What should 
Roger do?

b) � Complete 
Roger’s question 
in the bubble. 
Also write 
Harry’s answer.

May I please…..

Activity C: 
What would you do?

What would you do in each of these situations? 
Tick the option you would choose.

1) � Your friend has a crayon set you really like and 
you want to use it. What would you do?

a) � I will take it without my friend’s permission 
and keep it with me.

b) � I will ask for my friend’s permission and 
use it.

c) � I will take it, use it, and keep it back, 
without my friend’s permission.
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2) � You see a ball in the park that no one is playing with. 
What would you do?

a) � I will play with it in the park.
b) � I will take it with me.
c) � I will not pick it up at all.

3) � Your mother has lost a ten dollar note at home. You 
find it later. What would you do?

a) � I will leave it where I found it.
b) � I will give it to my mother.
c) � I will keep it with me for later use.

4) � You want to ask for your friend’s permission to use 
his markers pens. How would you ask him?

a) � “Give me your markers.”
b) � “I want your markers.”
c) � “May I please use your markers?”

5) � Your friend says he cannot give you his markers. 
What reply would you give?

a) � “But I want the markers.”
b) � “That is fine, thank you.”
c) � “Give them to me!”

Your teacher will keep a Lost-and-Found box in your 
classroom. If you find something that is not yours 
and you think someone may have lost it, put it in the 
Lost-and-Found box. Your teacher will return the 
things to their owner. This way, you can help return 
missing things that belong to your classmates.

Activity D: 
Lost-and-Found Box



STUDENTS’ WORKBOOK  |  93

FunFun
with Family

Create a ‘Wish Box’ with the help of your parents. Find 
an old box such as a shoe box or medicine box. Make 
a small slit (cut) on top of the box for putting in chits, 
like shown in the picture. Every time you wish to have 
something, write your wish on a paper and put it in the 
Wish Box. Your parents/family members/guardians will 
check the box during special occasions and pick one of 
your wishes to buy for you.

Wish BoxWish Box

Let us always remember never to take or use someone’s 
things without asking for their permission. 

Let’s RememberLet’s Remember


