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CONSERVE WATER AS IT AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE

9
SAVE WATERSAVE WATER

Main Value: Environmental Responsibility

Sub-value: Save water

Value Description: Environmental Responsibility is 
essentially love for the environment. Hence it is a 
derivative of the core universal human value, love. This 
main value aims to inculcate love for the environment 
that would translate into taking care of it. This value 
is extremely important in current times when human 
activity is threatening the very survival of the planet. So 
thoughts, concepts and ideas regarding the conservation 
and protection of nature have been taken from modern 
scientific research. 

Water is essential for life. Water is essentially a renewable 
resource. But in many places water is becoming a 
scarce resource due to human activity. Singapore is 
a special island, and we work very hard to make sure 
we have enough water for everyone. However, many 
countries are water-stressed. Increasing population and 
mismanagement of water resources are the reasons for this 

SAVE WATER
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alarming condition.Therefore it is extremely important that 
children understand the need to conserve water and practise 
conserving water from a young age onwards.

Number of Sessions: 2

Learning Objective: To enable students to understand the 
importance of conserving water.

Learning Outcomes: At the end of the lesson students will be 
able to

(a) Narrate the story

(b) List the uses of water

(c) Give reasons why one should conserve water

Teacher’s Notes: Begin the session with 1-minute silent 
sitting.



TEACHERS’ HANDBOOK  |  72

Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children:
a. How do you get water in your home? 
b. How do you get water in your school?

Describe the picture above to the children and then ask the 
following question.

• �Do you think they get water in their homes?
The idea is to help children understand that they are very lucky 
to get good clean water easily unlike many others and so they 
should not waste water.

Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children:
a. Who was the class teacher?
b. Where were the boys standing? 
c. What were the boys doing?
d. Were the water taps closed or open?
e. If the taps remain open, what happens to the water?
f. If water keeps flowing, does water get wasted?

One day, Mrs Lee, the kindergarten 
teacher, saw that some of the boys 
in her class were standing near the 
water bubbler and wasting water. 
They were laughing and splashing 
water on each other. They had not 
closed the water taps properly. 
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She decided to help the children 
learn that water is very important 
and it should not be wasted. 
She showed them a picture of 
the sea and asked the children, 
“Can you tell me what this is?” 
Mike replied, “Sea!” Charlotte 

Then she said, “Many animals 
like fishes and turtles live in 
water. Think about what would 
happen to them if there was no 
water?” She explained to the 
children, “Without water these 
animals cannot live.”

answered, “Ocean!”
Mrs Thompson laughed and said, “Both of you are right! It could 
be a sea or even an ocean.”

Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children:
a. What did Mrs Thompson want the children to learn? 
b. What picture did the teacher show the children?
c. What did the children reply?
d. Was Mrs Thompson happy with their answer? What did   	
    she say?
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She continued, “Even plants and 
trees need water to live. See this 
dry land has no water. So, the 
tree also cannot live.”

You know nature gives us water in 
the form of rain. And this water 
belongs to everyone. We get this 
water in our homes through the 
taps. We use this water to drink, 
cook food, take a shower and 
wash our things. So, water is very 
important.”

Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children:
a. Name a few animals that live in the water. 
b. �If there is no water in the sea or the river, what will happen 

to the animals that live there?

Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children:
• Can plants and trees live on dry land that has no water?
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“As water is so important, and nature is giving us water, how 
could we say, 'thank you’ to Mother Nature?” she asked. The 
children replied in chorus, “By saving water!” Mrs Thomson was 
happy that the children had learnt the value of saving water and 
not wasting it.

Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children:
a. How does nature give us water?
b. How do we get water in our homes?
c. How do we use water?
d. How can we thank Mother Nature?
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Activities after storytelling

1. Group activities 1. Group activities 
Divide the children into groups and encourage them to 
do the following activities. The activities can be rotated 
across the groups to identify how each child reacts to 
the learning and work out the best approach for each 
child.

a. Draw/colour pictures of different animals in water.
b. Name the animals that live in water.
c. Design a poster ‘We are Water Wise Kids’ 

2. Whole class activity2. Whole class activity
a. Encourage children to talk about the uses of water

e.g five daily uses of water in the home
b.	Discuss ways children can be water-wise in the home 

and at school.

a. �Parents/family members/guardians can talk to their children 
about always closing the taps in the kitchen, bathrooms, 
washrooms, etc.

b. �Share information with children about how water helps crops 
grow and that only if crops grow everybody will get food to 
eat.

Learning

with Family
Learning


