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6

Main Value: Patriotism

Sub-value: 

Value Description: Patriotism means love for one’s 
country. It is a manifestation of the universal human value, 
love. Patriotism has been included in the curriculum as a 
separate main value even though it is a part of the human 
value of Love because there is a dire need to inculcate in 
students the right understanding and application of this 
value. Patriotism is love for the country that translates into 
constructive nation building.

To develop patriotism, it is necessary to first have 
adequate and accurate knowledge about one’s country. 
Children of this age still do not have a concrete idea about 
the concept of a country. This chapter enlightens students 
about what a country is and makes up our country.

LEARN ABOUT LEARN ABOUT 
OUR COUNTRYOUR COUNTRY
LEARN ABOUT 
OUR COUNTRY

I love my Singapore, my little red dot!
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Number of Sessions: 2

Learning Objective:To enable students to get acquainted 
with the concept of our country and understand unique 
features that make up Singapore.

Learning Outcomes: At the end of the lesson students will be 
able to

(a) Explain the concept of country 

(b) Give details about unique characteristics of Singapore

Teacher’s Notes: Begin the session with 1-minute silent sitting.

Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children:
a.	 “Do you visit your family during holidays like Chinese 

New Year, Deepavali, or Hari Raya?” 
(This introduces the idea that people celebrate different 
festivals.) 

b.	“When you're out with your family, have you seen 
places where lots of people gather—like parks or 
shopping malls? Do you see many different kinds of 
people there?”
(Encourages them to observe diversity in public spaces.)

c.	 “Does anyone in your family speak another language, 
like Mandarin, Malay, Tamil, or another language?”
(Promotes awareness of multilingualism at home.)
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d.	“When you're outside or at the market or hawker centre, 
have you heard people speaking different languages?”
(Helps them connect language with cultural variety in 
everyday places.)

One bright morning, Lucas and Chloe were eagerly waiting at the 
MRT along with their father. They were watching in awe at the 
huge hybrid fans installed at the ceiling of the station platform 
while the train slowly pulled in front of them.  They were going 
to visit their grandparents, who lived across the island. They 
were travelling from far eastern end of Singapore to the 
western end.

It is going to be a long ride in their favourite East West 
Line. They hopped onto the MRT train at the eastern end of 
Singapore. The train whooshed along the tracks as the city 
outside passed by like moving pictures.
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As the train moved along the track, Lucas looked out of the 
window at the tall buildings, trees, and people bustling about. 
Then he turned to his father and asked, “Dad, when will we 
reach Grandpa’s home?” His father smiled. “We’ve only just 
started, Lucas. It will take a little while. Grandpa and Grandma 
live in the western  end of Singapore, but it’s not too far.”

Chloe pressed her little face against the window. “Papa, look! 
So many people in the train! Why are they wearing different 
clothes?”
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“I see some people wearing different kinds of clothes. That lady 
is wearing a long dress and a scarf on her head, and that man is 
wearing something like a kurta. And I heard some people speak-
ing different languages too. Why is that?” 
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Her father smiled. “That’s a great observation, Chloe. That’s 
because in Singapore, people come from many different races 
and cultures. Some wear Malay baju kurung, some wear Indian 
saree, some wear Chinese cheongsam, and others wear modern 
clothes. All are part of Singapore.”

Teacher’s Notes

a.	 What did Lucas ask his father?

b.	 What did Chloe notice when as she looked out of the train 
window?

c.	 What kind of country is Singapore when their father said it is very 
special?
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Lucas, curious, pointed at two aunties talking nearby. 

Father explained gently, “In Singapore, people speak many 
languages. Some speak English, some speak Mandarin, some 
speak Malay, and some speak Tamil. Isn’t it wonderful that 
so many languages live together here?”



TEACHERS’ HANDBOOK  |  48

Father asked them, "How do you say Thank you in, Chinese, 
Tamil and Malay, Do you know? Chloe and Lucas shouted 
enthusiastically in one voice - "Xie Xie,  Nanri and Terima 
kasih". 

The train stopped at Simei station. Chloe asked, “Papa, 
what does that mean? It sounds funny!”  Lucas tried to 
copy the word. “See-may… is it English?”

Father shook his head kindly. “No, it comes from Mandarin. 
It means ‘Four Beauties.’ That’s Chinese heritage.”

Later, the train reached Paya lebar. 

Father chuckled. “Paya lebar is a Malay word, In Malay 
"paya" means swampy and "lebar" means wide,  Paya lebar 
meaning "wide swamp". Long ago, this area was a swampy 
land.

Father continued. " There is a MRT station called Dhoby 
Ghat" Do you know what language it is?" Lucas made a guess 
-"Tamil?"
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Father shook his head kindly. The word is from yet 
another widely spoken Indian language - Hindi. Long ago, 
this place was where Indian dhobis, or laundry men, used 
to wash clothes.” 

Finally, they arrived at City Hall station. “This one is 
English,” Father said. “It’s where important national events 
are held.”

Chloe clapped her hands. “Wow! So many names, Papa. 
Hindi, Mandarin, Malay, English… and all in one small 
country!”
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Father proudly continued beaming with pride as he 
spoke to his children about his homeland - "And we wear 
different clothes, eat different foods, and celebrate 
different festivals too.”

Father nodded proudly. “Yes, my dears. That is Singapore. 
Many races, many cultures, many languages—but we all 
live together happily like one big family in our home called 
Singapore. 
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Teacher’s Notes 

a.	 What did Chloe and Lucas see on the MRT train?

b.	 Can you name one cultural dress you know?

c.	 Which MRT station name did you like best— Simei, Paya lebar, 
Dhoby Ghaut, Simei or City Hall?

d.	 Do you know the meaning of the word "Bukit Timah"?

e.	 Look at the map and and find out why Singapore got the nick 
name "The little Red Dot"

f.	 Why is Singapore special?

That is what makes our little red dot - special” Lucas leaned 
against Papa’s arm and whispered, “I like Singapore, the 
little red dot”
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Activities after storytelling
1. Group activities 1. Group activities 
Divide the children into groups and encourage them to do the 
following activities. The activities can be rotated across the 
groups to identify how each child reacts to the learning and 
work out the best approach for each child.

a.	 Colour the map of Singapore.
b.	 Connect the dots to outline the shape of the Singaporean 

map.
c.	 Complete a jigsaw map of Singapore.
d.	 Children draw a map of their street showing their house 

and houses of friends/neighbours. 
e.	 Children draw a picture showing Lucas and Chloe’s journey 

to grandpa’s house. Indian map.

2. Whole class activities2. Whole class activities
a.	 Encourage children to name and talk about the state that 

they and their close relatives live in.
b.	Talk to children about important places in Singapore.
c.	 Share with children more information and details about 

Singapore. 

Learning

with Family
Learning

Parents/family members/guardians can talk to their children about 
the kampongs of yester years and in which kampong their grand 
parents lived before moving to HDB apartments. 

Recall past holidays with friends/relatives in their homes and talk 
about the places they visited. Refer to photos and/or maps if 
available.


