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Main Value: Righteous conduct

Sub-value: Obeying parents/family members/guardians, 
safety rule - not interacting with strangers

Value Description: Righteous conduct is one of the universal 
human values. Righteous conduct manifests as rightful action 
befitting one’s role and responsibility suited to the time, place 
and circumstance. For students, it refers to one’s duties as a 
child, student, a member of the community or society, and a 
citizen of the nation and the world.

Obedience to parents and immediate, responsible family 
members and guardians is an important value children need 
to inculcate to learn good habits and instil discipline in 
their lives. Obedience to safety rules set by parents/family 
members/guardians is also important to ensure the child's 
safety. Both aspects have been covered in this lesson. 

Number of Sessions: 2

Learning Objective: To enable students to understand the 
importance of obeying their parents, designated trustworthy 
family members and guardians.

LISTEN TO ELDERSLISTEN TO ELDERSLISTEN TO ELDERS

OBEDIENCE TO PARENTS, TRUSTWORTHY FAMILY MEMBERS 

AND GUARDIANS ENSURES SAFETY OF THE CHILD
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Learning Outcomes: At the end of the lesson students will be 
able to

(a) �Narrate the story

(b) �Give reasons why one should obey one’s parents/trusted 
elders

(c) �Give reason why one should not interact with or obey 
strangers

Teacher’s Notes: Begin the session with 1-minute silent sitting.
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Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children:
a. How many of you have seen sparrows?
b. What do they look like? Describe the colour of their feathers; their 	
     size etc.
c. Have you seen birds’ nests?

Show pictures of birds’ nests and explain to the children that  	
         people live in houses and birds live in nests.

Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children:
a. What was the name of the mother sparrow?
b. How many eggs were there in the nest?
c. Give the names of the baby sparrows.
d. What did Radha want to always do?

There once lived a 
Mother Sparrow. Her 
name was Radha, and she 
hatched four eggs. She 
called her children Bala, 
Ram, Kumar, and Devi. 
She always wanted to 
protect and keep them 
safe. 
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Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children:
a.	 As the young sparrows began to grow, what did Radha teach 

them?
b. To whom should the young sparrows always listen?
c. Whom should the young sparrows not trust?
d. If there is danger, what should the young sparrows do?
e. Who paid attention to Radha?
f. Who did not pay attention to Radha?

As the young 
sparrows grew, Radha 
taught them to be 
careful. She told 
them, “Always listen 
to your parents. 
Do no trust other 
animals.”
She also advised 
them, “If there is 
danger, just fly away.” 
Bala, Ram, and Kumar, 

listened to their mother’s advice carefully. But little Devi did 
not pay any attention. 
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One day, Devi was all alone in the nest. The sly fox family invited 
her to play, “Devi, come down, play with us.” Devi wanted to play, 
so she flew down and sat on a lower branch. 

Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children:
a. �Who were the new neighbours of the sparrow family? Where did 

they live?
b. �What happened to the small animals that went near the foxes?
c. �What advice did Radha give her young ones about the fox 

family?

Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children:
a.	 Was Devi alone in her nest?
b.	 What did the fox family ask Devi to do?
c.	 Why did Devi fly down to the lower branch?

After some time, a fox’s family came to live in the nearby 
burrows. They ate any small animal that went near them. Radha 
told her babies, “The fox family is dangerous. Never trust 
them. Stay away from them.” The young sparrows followed their 
mother’s advice and were safe
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Teacher’s Notes

Ask the children:
a.	 What did the fox family try to do when they saw Devi?
b.	 What advice did Devi suddenly remember?
c.	 Was the fox family able to catch Devi?
d.	 What did Devi learn from this experience?

The fox family tried to come 
closer and catch her. But 
suddenly Devi remembered 
her mother’s advice, “If there 
is danger, just fly away!” And 
that is what Devi did. She flew 
away and reached the safety 
of her nest. Devi learned the 
importance of doing the right 
thing and listening to her 
mother. 
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Activities after storytelling
1. Group activities 1. Group activities 
Divide the children into groups and encourage them to do the 
following activities. The activities can be rotated across the groups 
to identify how each child reacts to the learning and work out the 
best approach for each child.

a.	 Draw/colour a picture of a forest, with various birds and 
animals, nests, caves and dens.

b.	Arrange the story cards in sequence or fit the pieces of a jigsaw 
puzzle. 

c.	 Spot the differences between two similar looking scenes from 
the story.

d.	 Connect the dots to outline shapes of different animals/birds.

2. Whole  class activities2. Whole  class activities
a.	 Encourage children to retell the story in their own words. 

Children can take the part of one of the characters and act out 
the story.

b.	 Identify and appreciate imagination/accuracy.
c.	 Group singing: Select a simple and funny animal/bird poem or 

song and ask the children to sing it as a group. 

3. Think Tank3. Think Tank
a.	 Why Should you listen to elders?
b.	What have you learnt about safety from your teachers and 

family? e.g. Stranger Danger
c.	 Should you go out to strange places all alone?

Learning

with Family
Learning

Discuss with your children the safety steps to be followed while visiting 
places outside the home. This reduces the likelihood of a child entering 
into an unsafe situation. 

Set boundaries about places they may go to, people they may see and 
things they may do. Practise safety skills with your child so they are 
confident and clear about what to do in any situation.


